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asman: another win for the reigning champion 


Why the Datsun Bluebirds are taking off. 


Nissan Datsun make a lot of motor cars. Enough to 
make the company the sth largest manufacturer in the world. 

But to stay in the big league Datsun know they have to 
make their good cars even better. 

‘The new Bluebirds are testimony to how well they do it. 

Already more than 1,500,000 of the original Bluebirds 
have been sold in 120 countries. And the basic Bluebird 
engine powers some 3,000,000 various Datsun vehicles. 

From this enormous amount of automotive 
manufacturing experience comes a new generation of 
Bluebirds. The best Bluebirds yet. 

Let's start with the engine for 1973; an advanced o.h.c. 
design with alloy head and compound carburettor; it comes in 
1600 cc and 1800 cc forms. And with three million units 
behind it there’s a long reliable future in front of it. 

“The 1600 unit produces 100 b.h.p. (S.A.E.) that'll let you 
do up to 100 m.p.h., the 1800 unit 105 b.h.p. (S.A.E.) up to 
105 m.p.h. and the 180 SSS coupe 115 b.h.p, (S.A.E.) up to 
110 mph. Around the up-to-date engine is very up-to-date 
coachwork. Styled by the wind tunnel and not simply by the 
marketing men. 

‘Which not only means that the Bluebirds have a 
handsome, distinctive look of their own, but are also able to cut 
through the air with minimum effects from cross winds. The 
Jeline side windows are a good example of the clean shape 
which makes the Bluebirds turn heads wherever they go. And 
‘as Datsun like to keep their customers, the new cars are built 
with safety very much in mind, Which is why the Bluebird’s 
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Datsun Bluebird 1808 
‘Available as a 4-dooe saloon deluse 
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Go to your nearest Da 
‘ofthe Bluetirds and further # 


Jn dealer for a demonstration 
srmstion on the Datsun 


"The Cherry, The 1000 ce Dataun jn two door, four 


from £935.80 
“Fie Laurel Series. A new range of 2000 ce Sa. 


With atop speed of 
do miles per allon, 
from £883 85 


rom C478 


“The 1200 Sunny. The Datsun 1300 series includes 
the two door standard saloon, the our door deluxe saloon, 


Sd coupe from £1 306-23 
“The a60c delune saloon. The luxury 6 cylinder 


passenger compartment is immensely strong and crush 
resistant 

“Then there are other safety features such as the carefully 
placed petrol tank, horizontal positioning of the spare wheel as 
ashock absorbing element, the burst proof locks, the 
collapsible steering column, power assisted twin circuit brakes 
with anti-lock valves, anti-glare dash and breakaway rear 
mirror. 

So the new Bluebirds are not only more powerful and 
better designed than before but set entirely new standards in 
motoring safety. 

And if that isn’t enough to send you rapidly to one of 
Datsun’s 185 British dealers, there is something extra, Quite a 
lot extra. 

Because standard features on the Bluebirds include front 
disc brakes, 3-speed fresh air/heater/demister, 2-speed wipers, 
electric washers, handbrake warning light, boot light, trip meter, 
radial tyres, clock, fully reclining seats, alternator. Hazard 
warning lights, headlamp flasher, padded armrest/door pulls 
all round, thief proof locks, lockable petrol cap, three ashtrays, 
one illuminated, coin container, illuminated cigarette lighter, 
glove locker, tinted glass and outside mirror. 

‘On the 1800 models you get even more like front seat 
headrests, heated rear window and, press-button radio. And 
‘on the Coupe; twin carburettors, low brake fluid warning 
light, tachometer, high speed horn, green glow knobs and rear 
passenger grab handles. 

Now you have an idea why the Bluebirds are taking off 


than the finest European 
Senile wth prices 3 


For a compicte ist of Datsun UK dealers please 
write to Datsun House, Brighton Road, Worthing, Sussex. 
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Getting together 


The president of the Commission Sportive Internationale 
had some very prophetic comments to make when he 
presented the Grovewood Awards last October. Three 
months later it has become apparent just what Prince 
Metternich was talking about, for few people at that 
time realised the significance of those remarks. Prince 
Metternich forecast " one of the most critical periods in 
the history of motor racing,” and on the eve of the open- 
ing World Championship race of 1973, at Buenos Aires, 
those problems are still unresolved. 

But an event took place in Monte Carlo last week 
which shows that everyone is fully aware of the financial 
troubles that bedevil the sport. With the Principality the 
focus of world attention because of the famous rally, 
the enterprising Monagasques gathered an unpri 
cedented cross-section of influential people for a high- 
powered Round Table meeting. Everyone involved in 
international motoring sport was represented, including 
the CSI (Prince Metternich, who chaired the meeting, 
and Dean Delamont), GPDA (Jackie Stewart and Graham 
Hill), Fl Association (Ken Tyrrell, Phil Kerr and Max 
Mosley), Association Internationale des Circuits 
Permanent, Bureau Permanent Internation _ des 
Constructeurs Automobile, Grand Prix International, the 
Association of Sports Car Constructors, US delegates, 
South American delegates, press delegates and 
representatives from the sponsors, 

As can be imagined with such a variety of people 
representing such a variety of interests, there was a 
great deal of talk. “There was a lot of good sense 
talked, and there was a lot of crap,” said one person 
afterwards. One topic that was aired was the need for a 
common formula which would provide the basis for 
Formula 1/USAC/sports car racing, thereby reducing 
costs all round. But that was for the future, and the 
main motor racing topic was one of escalating costs. 
It was truly encouraging to see the opposite factions 
sitting down together to discuss topics in a rational 
manner. No formal proposals emerged from the meeting, 
but it seems that everyone involved agreed in principle 
to a programme of greater co-operation and discussion. 
The representatives emerged, in the words of one 
of them, “in good spirit.” 

Now that the precedent has been set, the onus must 
Pass to the world governing body for further meetings. 
‘The CSI are well aware of the intricacy of these problems 
—witness the president's remarks last October. If, as 
seems likely, all were agreed upon the usefulness of 
the occasion, the CSI must organise further meetings. 
The meeting in Monte Carlo was a good idea ; additional 
Round Table meetings would undoubtedly help ; but the 
opportunity to translate the well-intentioned words into 
actions should not be missed. 


Tasman favourite: After three rounds in the Tasman series, Graham 
McRae is in a good position to win the title for the third year In 
succession. Last Saturday, MeRae's STP McRae won the Lady Wigram 
Trophy and our full report of the race appears on pages 8 and 9. 


Pit and Paddock 


F2 organisers meet; 
prize money upped 


Last weekend in Frankfurt, the 
basic event Formula 2 organisers 
with representatives from Austria, 
Belgium, France, Germany. 
Great Britain and’ Italy, agreed 
to increase the prize money of 
Grade B (non-graded) drivers by 
10 per cent for basic events in 
the 1973 European F2 Champion- 
ship and to increase the travel 
ling “expenses. by the same 
amount. 

‘The Organisers also agreed that 

It was far too late to change 
the regulations for 1973 and the 
slightly Increased prize schedule 
for non-graded drivers will be put 
to the FIA, who are expected to 
confirm it soon. 
The average 10 per cent rise 
lis far short of the Formula 2 
Association's demands for in- 
creased prize money. One of the 
entrants’ arguments, apart from 
money, is the increased number 
of races in the Formula 2'Cham- 
pionship, whether basic or com- 
plimentary, but the feeling in 
Frankfurt was that It was now 
too late to change such impor- 
tant points in the regulations. 


‘The. Formula 2 organisers" 
Increased offer for non-graded 
drivers means that the. cost 


approximately for a 20 car grid 
will be around £10,000, That is 
excluding graded drivers, of whom 

x are allowed to compete in 
any Championship round and 
starting money for these drivers 


are negotiated by each organiser. 
‘At Frankfurt, an official For- 
mula 2 organisers committee was 
formed comprising Emil Brezing 
of Germany as Secretary, and 
Brezing will have two consultants. 
Ottorino Maffezzoli of Italy and 
Britain's Grahame White. The 
new. committee will be meeting 
in March to propose regulations 
for the 1974" Formula 2 Cham- 
plonship, so that the draft regu: 
lations can be presented to the 
FIA not later than June 30. It is 
hoped that in this Way, such last- 
minute arguments with the con- 
structors will be 
‘The | Formul 
committee are thinking al 
lines of an increased common 
travel fund for 1974 with no 
travel expenses, and opening up 
the European Formula 2 Cha 
plonship to graded as well as 
on-graded drivers. By increasing 
the prize fund, the new com- 
mittee feel that a number of 
Circuits will not be able to afford 
to run events and drop out of 
the championship. The organisers 
committee hope to have just 12 
races in the series in 1974 
‘As regards the 1973 European 
hip. the 12 basic and 
10 complementary races are 
expected to be staged as planned 
the previously-mentioned 
ein prize money, 
expenses for the basic 


travel 
events. 


More Renault V6 details 


Further details about the V6 
engine being developed by 
Renault/Peugeot as a joint pro- 
ject for 1973 have been revealed. 
Tt has been known that this 
engine has been under test for 
some time, Now, the first produc- 
tion unit of the new engine from 
Gordini will power a special 
Alpine in Deltre sports car rac- 
ing. 

‘The engine Is a 90 degree V6 
which, unlike previous Gordini 
designs is very much" over- 
square with dimensions of 86 mm 
x. 57.3 mm (1997 cc). The com- 
pression ratio is 114 to 1 and 
there are four valves _per 
cylinder. At present, the power 
output is 285 bhp at 9800 rpm 
but the unit is capable of 11,000 
rpm in safety, A torque of 159 


ft Ib at 8100 rpm is developed. 
The dimensions, without inlet 
ducting, clutch, and starter, are 
lengths 18.9 t weeek 20, ts 
height, 18.5 in; weight, about 
310 Ib, for the first version with 
‘nO_ magnesium alloys, 

‘The 2-litre competition engine 
has been designed and built by 
the experts of Renault Gordini 
with assistance from the engine 
specialists, Moteur Moderne, and 
advice on lubrication from the 
EM technicians. The 1973 
season will be used for develop- 
ment before really serious com- 
petition in 1974. 

‘Could the project also be seen 
as a long-term idea for Formula 
2 application, which requires 
homologation of 1000 blocks? 


@ Metso Transmissions will have 
@ service van at the opening 
European Gold Cup Super Vee 
series at Nivelles on April 15. 
‘Among their customers will be 
German champion Helmut Bross 
and Finland's Lasse Sirvio— 
‘whose Metso box was delivered 
via Stuttgart in the seat of Leo 
Kinnunen's Porsche which was 
exhibited at the Racing Car 
Show. 
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@ John Surtees te¥'s us that the 
reason for the non-arrival of 
Graeme Lawrence's car for the 
early Tasman races was because 
the contract had not been 
finalised. “There was no ques- 
tion of the car not being ready,” 
said Surtees. 


parts company which specialises 
in FF has changed its name to 
Northern Motor Racing Services 


Scheckter 
in F5000 


for Taylor 


With Jody Scheckter’s 1973 
season with McLaren expected 
to comprise about half a dozen 


World Championship races, the 
unassuming South African will be 
adding Formula 5000 to his 
calendar. Confirmation was expec 
ted this week that Scheckter 
will be competing in the American 
L&eM Formula 5000 series, driving, 
for Sid Taylor. 

‘Taylor's choice of car was not 
confirmed, but it is expected to 
be a new Chevron B25 with Alan 
Smith/Chevrolet power. In last 
year's LAM Formula 5000 series, 
Sid Taylor ran a Chevron for 
Brian Redman. 

Sid Taylor will not be running 
a Formula 5000 car in Europe 
for Jody Scheckter, although 
Scheckter may try out the new 
car in the first couple of British 
Rothmans qualifying rounds. 

Tn addition to his Formula 1 
races with McLaren and his 
Formula 5000 races in America, 
Jody Scheckter will be contend. 
ing the European Formula 2 
Championship with Rondel and 
competing in certain Group 2 
races in 2 works German Capri 

The first round of the American 
LAM series is at Riverside on 
April 29. 


No Gerber 
at Rondel 


Mexican FF world champion 
Johnny Gerber returned to 
Brieain Jast~ week and denied 
all stories that he hes signed 
for Rondel to do Formula 2 
this year. Gerber has had dis- 
cussions with the team but has 
decided against joining them for 
financial reasons. Instead he is 
currently talking | with | Bernie 
Ecclestone about the poss 

of buying an F2. Brabham BT40 
to run himself with — works 
support. under the Ippokampos 
banner 

‘Although Gerber has only had 
one season of FF and a solitary 
race in F3 he is very keen to 80 
straight into F2 instead of join. 
Ing the F3 rat race. 

While he was in Mexico for 
Christmas he received the 
Mexico Sportsman of the Year 
award from the country's Presi- 
dent which consisted of a five 
foot high trophy. 

Plans for his brother Axel and 
former. FF team mate Buzz 
Buzaglo should be announced in 
a couple of weeks. 


Beltoise’s 
March 


Joining Jean-Pierre Jarier in 
the works March-BMW F2 team 
fon occasions this year will be 
Jean-Pierre Beltolse, Max Mosley 
confirmed on Monday that Bel- 
toise would do a number of races 
but not a full season. Beltolse 
is of course a member of the 
Matra sports car team and the 
races cash on a number of 
occasions. 


Jean-Plerre Beltolse—F2 March- 
EMw, 


JPB will be driving for BRM 
in’ all the Grands Prix and he 
also. has got a couple of BMW 

drives lined-up. His F2 appear 


ances will probably be at the 
, Rouen 
jing up with 


Jarier forms a team which was 
to have contested the F2 Cha 
pionship rounds last’ year with 
Shell Arnold) Marches; lack of 
finance prevented two cars 
appearing together in Europe. 
However Beltolse did drive the 
car on a couple of occasions and 
also drove a Rondel BT38 in 
F2. 


‘The 732s will appear in STP 
and Meubles Arnold colours. 


Matra G5 plans 


Matra officially announced their 
plans for 1973 at a press con- 
ference last week. Basically they 
consist of running two 670 pr 
totypes in all the 1000 kms ract 
and four cars at Le Mar 
Following their success in the 
24 hour race this year another 
big effort using all French 
drivers. The final choice» will 
not be made until April but 
those who are. testing the 
cars at the moment ace Jea- 
Pierre Beltoise, Henri Pescarolo, 


Francois Cevert, Gerard Lar. 
rouse, Jean-Pierre Jabouille, 
Patrick Depailler, "Bernard 


Fiorentino, Jean-Pierre Jaussuad 
and Bob Woilek. Testing has been 
carried out at Paul Ricard re- 
cently with the updated 670s 
which they will campaign this 
year. 

In all the other events, just 
two cars will be run for Beitoise, 
Cevert, Pescarolo and Larousse 

"There was no mention made of 
F1 at all during the conference 
and all chances of a reversal of 
the withdrawal decision this year 
seem to have disappeared. 
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Hesketh F1 Surtees 


for James 


James Hunt will make his 
Formula 1 debut at the Race of 
Champions in March. This was 
the surprise news announced by 
Hesketh Racing this week. The 
team have contracted with 
Team Surtees to run an updated 
TSOB for the race at Brands 
Hatch, 


James Hunt —F1 debut. 


There is also possibility of 
a new TS14 being available for 
Monaco and the British GP. 
Other selected Fl events will be 
taken in during the latter half of 
the year. 

‘This completes the amazing 
change of fortunes for Hunt, who 
In May last year seemed to’ have 
been left in the cold following 


Hunt 


a stormy F3 season with the 
works STP March F3 team. He 
Teft the team at Monaco follow- 
ing a series of disruptions. 
Although he wanted to get out 
of F3 there were no immediate 
opportunities and he carried on 
in F3 first with a La Vie Claire/ 
March 713 and then a Hesketh 
Racing Dastle. The Dastle team 
disbanded after the British GP 
and Hunt was left with a March 
712 F2 chassis loaned by the 
works as compensation for his 
terminated contract 

‘With money from various pri- 
vate sources the March was built 
Up into a full F2 car and appeared 
at the Rothmans 50,000. Hunt 
drove superbly into fourth place 
and (netted enough money to 
do the remaining F2 races. His 
performances with the old 
March really brought him back 
into the limelight as a man to 
watch and Lord. Alexander 
yketh decided to back him for 
a full F2 season this year with 
a brand new Surtees TS15. 

The full scale attack on the 
European F2 Championship will 
take preference as the FI outings 


FI programme in 1974. 


Both the Fi and F2 pro 
grammes will be managed’ by 
Bubbles Horsley who was the 
original driver in the Hesketh F3 
team. 


Lauda’s BMW 


‘As well as driving for BRM in FL 
‘Austrian Niki Lauda will also be 
doing the European Touring Car 
Championship in an Alpina pre 
pared BMW. 

He signed for Buck Bove 
the head of Alpina, last wee 
will share a lightweight 3-litre 
coupe in the European Cham- 
Pionship with Brian Muir. Muir 
will of course be using a similar 
car in the British G2 champion- 
ship. 


Graham Hill’s 
team manager 


Graham Hill this week confirmed 
that Alain de Cadenet will be 
team manager for his private 
Shadow Formula 1 car this year. 
But Hill was tight-lipped about 
final details of the F1 entry, 
saying that many of the detai 
have yet to be tied up. It is 
widely” rumoured thatthe 
Shadow, and possibly an F2 car, 
will ave Jaegermeister sponsor- 
ship. 


@ David Loring, last seen in 
Europe racing an FF Merlyn, will 
almost certainly be racing | For- 
mula Super Vee and in a few 
Formula 5000 races in the US 
this year. He hopes to return to 
Europe in 1974 for a Formula 2 
season. 
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Atlantic trouble ? 


There appears to be a certain 
amount of confusion regarding 
whether the alloy block will be 
permitted in Formula Atlantic in 
1973, Although the first Formula 
Atlantic Championship round 

less than two months away, a 
spokesman from the RAC Motor 
Sport Division 


among Formula Atlantic entrants 
and competitors to discover if 
they wanted the alloy block in- 
cluded or not. However, there 
Seems to be some confusion as 
to. whether the RAC or the 
BRSCC, are to organise the 


Fina support 
Surtees F1 


Fina will be supplying all the 
petrol and oil to Team Surtees Fi 
cars this year instead of 
Duckhams. Fina's first involve- 
ment with Surtees was last year 
when they sponsored Andrea de 
Adamich’s privately run TS10 F2 
car. Their involvement with FI 
now includes ‘contracts with 
Frank Williams Iso Marlboro and 
March Engineering as well as 
Surtees. 


© Contrary to our recent round- 
up of the various Championships 
and contrary to a recent BRSCC 
hand-out, the RAC Motor Sport 
Division ‘have asked us to point 
out that boring is allowed in 
mod sports racing in 1973, 


Gitanes 
Lola T282 


Gitanes cigarettes, along with 
Ecurie Filipinetti and Antar pet- 
rol, formally announced their 
participation in this year’s World 
Sports. Car Manufacturers’ 
Championship races. The new 
Lola T282 will be driven by Reine 
Wisell_and Jean-Louis Lafosse. 
For Wisell, who only signed a 
contract a week before the 
announcement, the new Lola 
7282, powered by the latest 
3-litre Cosworth DFV engine, will 
be nothing new, for he drove the 
similar Ecurie Bonnier Lola T280 
in most of the championship races 
last year and was often the 
quickest driver in practice or the 
race before a succession of 
bad luck stories put him out of 
the race. 
Wisell turned down F1 offers 
in preference to this drive. He 
fated, “This year I decided that 
I wanted to drive only the most 
‘competitive cars and I think this 
Lola will be che best in long 
distance sports car racing. It is 
better to drive this than an 
uncompetitive Formula 1 car.” 
‘The sponsorship of this 3itre 
about by the 


the Kyalami 


perience was at 
‘S-hr last November. Running the 
Ecurie Bonnier Lola T280 painted 
in Gitanes colours, he completed 


before writing off 
fortunately without 
Serious personal injury. Gitanes 
Antar and Filipinetti were 
obviously pleased with his per 
formances in a 2-litre Lola last 
year, however (the highlight of 
his year being a win at the 
‘NOrburgring 500 km) and have 
thus decided to break into 3- 
litre racing. while still retain- 
Ing a 2-litre car for the European 
24itre championship and major 
French races 

Lafosse, now fully recovered 
from his Kyalami accident, said, 
“For the first few races I will 
take things very slowly and when 
I feel more confident 1 will go 
‘more quickly.” 


Hailwood quick 


Mike —Hailwood testing the 
original Surtees TS14 Fl car at 
Kyalami in South Africa last 
week set the fastest time ever 

the circuit. He did a 
's which knocks 1.9 
off the existing lap record which 
he holds. The Surtees team 
fare very confident that Mike will 
go even quicker when rear sus- 


pension problems have been 
Sorted out. 

‘Also at Kyalami last week 
were JPS and Ferrari. Uncon- 
firmed reports say that_ both 
Emerson Fittipaldi and Ronnie 
Peterson were very close to 


Hailwood’s times, 


© Good news of Malcolm Sears, 
whose Sunbeam Tiger crashed in 
a big way at Oulton Park in 1971. 
He is learning to walk in the 
Charles Key House convalescent 
home, Southern Grove, London, 
E2, and sends his best wishes to 
friends and fellow competitors. 


Brabham F3 
test day 


Brabham held a_ successful 
customer" day at Goodwood 
last’ week when old F3 hand 
Mike Wilds, Peter Hull, 
Damien Magee and Formul 
aepirante Buse Busaglo. Richard 
Knight and Danny Suilivanall 
drove the F3 Brabham BT4l, 
Quickest of the 
hhilst fastest of the “old 

was Magee before an 
indiscretion at the chicane 
damaged the nose fins, a wheel 
and wishbones, robbing the pro- 
spective customers of another 
drive, General verdict of the 
that the BTal wa 


have 


Also at Goodwood was the 
Surtees F2 car with Jochen Mass 
at the wheel, Despite an engine 
which wasn’t quite right, and a 
cold day perhaps not heating the 
tyres to exactly the right tem: 
perature, Mass was lapping in 
the late 1m 11s, which is 
very competitive, 


Tyrrell's trouble 


Ken Tyrrell’s application to 
improve the yard in which his 

1 cars are designed and 
been refused by Gulld- 
ford Rural Council. The 
for the refus 


hat its use is not 
Tyrrell said, "I'm annoyed, 
Anything could be better than 
the collection of huts which is 
there now. It makes real non. 
sense of planning. After all, 1 
could let the site revert to 
it was, a brick yard. Then th 
be ,belehing, amok and 
lorries coming in and out al 
10 ‘a0 ss tae 


He added that what made the 
situation even more farcical was 
that the council itself had 

approached him and asked if they 

could use the land as a rubbish 
ip. 


‘an established use certificate is 
1963, I've got letters from John 
Surtees, John Cooper and Shell 
proving that 

with me in th 
@ trump card I've got my rating 
demand for the workshops for 
1960,” he said. 

‘The council have, however, 
granted one application—for the 
replacement of one hut to be 
used for Tyrrell's business as a 
timber merchant ! 


© A new company has been 
formed to sell Iso Rivolta cars in 
Britain. Tt is IR (UK) Ltd, a 
member of the Kerridge Group, 
‘who will concentrate on import 
Ing the €7,850 Lele in righthand- 


© Former Chevron BS pilot Pete 
Clark who turned to FF last year 
with the ex-John Trevelyan 
Crosslé 20F fhas sold the car to 
Mini exponent Howard) Truman 
and has acquired a new Crosslé 
25F for this season. 


Mark Donohue and American 
Motors won their first NASCAR 
race at this year's opening race, 
the Riverside 500 on the 2.6- 
mile California road circuit last 
‘Sunday. 

Donohue completed the 191 
laps in his AM. Matador at an 
average speed of 104.056 mph. 
‘A lap and 30 s down was 
Bobby Allison with a "73 Chevro- 
let Chevelle, followed by Ray 
Ider's "72 Dodge, Bobby Unser’s 
"72 Ford entered by John Holman, 
nda gentleman called Jim 
Insolo. 

Pole position was claimed by 
David Pearson, who lapped his 
Wood Brothers "71" Mercury at 
1 m 25.083 s, 110.856 mph. Alli- 
son was next on 1 m 256 5, 
by, Herschel McGriff in 


‘minor probe 
lems, which allowed Donohue to 


qualify only fourth fastest in 1m 
26.7 5. 

‘The first 10 laps were led by 
Bobby Allison, but by lap 11, 
Donohue—now — going much 
faster than he had in practice 
—took the lead. He held it until 
the first pit stop, after which 
Pearson found himself in a 20 
sec lead from Richard Petty "73 
Dodge) and Donohue. 

But then Pearson was forced 
out with a clutch failure on lap 
75, leaving Petty and Donohue 
to battle it out until 20 laps 
later Petty's engine went off song. 
Donohue was then left in a fairly 
commanding position, especially 
when Allison’s gearbox began to 
play up on lap 174, and finally 
won, having lead for 137 laps. 

‘The Matador will be driven at 
the Daytona 500 NASCAR race 
next month by the regular 1972 
driver, Dave Marcis 


Graham Hill 
joins GPI 


Grand Prix International, the 
Formula 1 World Championship 
‘organisers’ union, have appointed 
Graham Hill their roving 
racing ambassador. The former 
World Champion, who will a 
be a competitor this year in al 
FI races after the South African 
GP, will co-operate with GPI in 
all promotional 

GPs adv 
create more awareness among. 
Public outside the motor racing 
world Includes gala balls at 
major towns, pre-event displays, 
driver autograph sessions, pres 
conferences and cinema advertis- 
ing. In many cases, this will 
involve working with’ the team's 
existing sponsors. 

‘The announcement from GPI in 
Monaco last week must be seen 
as a further method of proving 
that they want, and 
to create an exciting promotional 
package deal to bolster the 
flagging interest in motor racing. 
"i'm their spokesman cum 
promotion figurehead cum 
Halson man,” Graham explained. 


Hexagon’s 
Fl Ferrari 


Paul Michaels, managing director 
of Heieon. of Highgs . has re- 
ently. acquired. two Interestin 
historic FI cars. a 

He has obisined from the 
Ferrari “factory the 1967 V12 
raced by ‘Chris Amon—on_con- 
dition that he does not sell I 
find does not use it in competi 
tion. ie will therefore. be "seen 
at "demonstrations and various 
Facing car shows, 

‘The other car it one of only 
two Vi2-engined Maserath 250Fs 
but. Constructed in. 1957, the 
car raced in Brazil with a V8 
engine of dubious parentage un 
Imported “complete with VI2 
motor once more, by Michaels. 
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Austrian 
Interserie off 
The! Apstrian)_Ietazeerie = round 


scheduled for the Osterreichring 
on May 13 has been cancelled. 
The organisers. lost so much 
money at the meeting last year 
which was combined with an F2 

‘they have decided not 
\d with Interserie this 


year. 

‘Also doubtful is the F2 ra 
planned for July 8 at the same 
circuit. The meeting was formerly 


held at Tulln-Langenlebarn but 
the airfield circuit’ was declared 
unsafe last year and the Oster 
reichring took over the meeting 
which money. At the 
moment 


the event and 
future looks bleak. 


Penske 
Carrera. 


Watch out in the Daytona 24-hr 
sports car race, first round in 
the manufacturers’ championship, 
for the 2.7-litre Porsche C 
Feras. At least one will appear, 
the Sunoco-sponsored car driven 
by Mark Donohue/George Foll- 
mer, Donohue tried a car at 
Paul Ricard during the recent 
Porsche testing, but Follmer has 
yet to make his acquaintance 
‘with the type of car which domi- 
nated last year’s European GT 
championship. 


© Although not his new occuna- 
tion after leaving the BARC, 
Grahame White has taken an 
interest in a motoring-influenced 
pub at Ightham Common, in 
Kent (not. far from Brands). 
Called The Harrow, Grahame is a 
partner in the ‘venture with 
David Dunnell and John Jeffcoat 
and it was the same trio who 
tempted the London to Sydney 
marathon, which ended in near 
tragedy for Grahame. Attempts 


Andy Sutcliffe 
and GRD part 


In a surprise announcement at 
the beginning of this week works 
GRD F3 driver Andy Sutcliffe 
announced that he would no 
longer be driving for the com- 
pany. The split is on very ami- 
cable terms and has arisen 
because Sutcliffe was unable to 
raise enough personal sponsor- 
ship to run in the works F2 


Andy Sutelifle— looking for a 


Sutcliffe was full of praise for 
GRD who provided him with 
their first ever works F3 car last 
year wich he used to good effect 
Scoring. five outright -wins and 
leading the Lombard Champion- 
ship right up to the final round. 
He only lost the championship 
when he got involved in some- 
‘one else's accident on the first fap 
and was elimated, 

‘At the moment Sutcliffe, who 
has been one of the leading F3 
drivers during the last couple of 
years, has not got a drive fixed 
up. He would like to continue 
in F3 although would be very 
interested in a competitive 
Formula Atlantic car. GRD's 
works F2 effort will now be con- 
centrated solely on Dave Walker. 


Hewland award 


Hewland are to sponsor Formula 
Super Vee by establishing their 


Hewland Indianapolis Lap 
Leader Award for Formula Super 
Vee.” For every lap of a Silver 


Cup round, the leader earns £4, 
so long as his car is fitted with 
a Hewland gearbox. 

This means that a driver lead- 
ing every lap of a 15 lap race can 
take an extra £60, making a pos- 
sible total winner's prize money 
of over £200. 


G1 cars 


‘The list of approved Group 1 
cars Is expected to be announced 
by the RAC later this week 
Apparently the list of eligible 
cars comprises 13 in the up to 
£800 category; 17 in the £801 to 
£1050 class; 28 in the £1050 to 
£1500 class and 24 in the over 
£1500 class. We hope to announce 
the final Group 1 regulations next 


Swindon Racing 
Engines formed 


John Dunn, who has a great deal 
of ‘experience in the engine 
tuning field in the United States, 


‘as Swindon 
Racing Engines, Dunn's new 
company has “the capacity to 
handle 100. Cosworth DFV 
engines in 1973." In addition to 
the FI, SRE are to build a few 
derivatives of the BDA for For- 
mula 2 and Group 2 applications. 
John Dunn recently. returned 
from the US, where he was res- 
ponsible for engine work carried 
Shelby American and 
Shelby Racing from early 1965 
to 1970 including the Le Mans 
Ford sports ‘When Shelby 
discontinued 
Falconer & Dunn Racing Engines 
Inc in Los Angeles, and during 
1970 and 1971 built the turbo- 
charged Ford V8 USAC engines 
for STP. In addition, F&D_ pre- 
pared Roger Penske's USAC 
motors and entered a Lotus-Ford 
in Formula A. racing for 


based at Crampton Road, 
bridge Estate, Swindon, Wiltshire 
(tel: Swindon 31321), 


GT40 championship 


Bryan Wingfield, secretary of the 
GT40 Owners’ Club, has 
announced tentative plans for 
GT40 championship. In addition 
to the three Fordsport day races 
and a possible sprint’ meeting, 
Nick Cussons has invited 
selected number of GT40 owners, 
to participate in two of his GT 
championship races to be held 
towards the end of this year, The 
announcement was made at the 
recent film show given by Brian 
Courtney, managing director of 
the Tricentrol Car Group. 


© It is now almost certain that 
there will be another Slitre Lola 
running in sports car races. It 
will be based in England for two 
English drivers which should 
also prove a competitive set-up. 
But it is unlikely that it will be 
‘seen until after Daytona for the 
team's ambitious plans have still 
to be announced. 


© Alain de Cadenet tells us that 
the ambitious plan by Nick Cus- 
sons to put. a turbocharged 
‘Aston Martin V8 in the G5 Duck- 

18 Special have fallen through. 
ve still got the car,” de 
Cadenet said this week, “but 1 


© FF driver Chris Woodcock has 
bought Rob Cooper's Merlyn 
Mk20A complete with Cooper 
engine and will campaign It in all 
the major championships with 
sponsorship from Costa Inter- 
national menswear. Woodcock 
formerly drove the ex-cooper/Ian 
Taylor March 708, 


© The Dutch round of the 
European Formula Ford Cham. 
pionship due to be held at 
Zandvoort on April 23 has been 
postponed. A new date will be 
announced in the near future. 
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Dunlop Formula 70-a man-sized radial 
tyre that makes your car look hotter, “ 
perform even better! Because Dunlop 
Formula 70 is not just a pretty face. 

When you turn on the power, it 
turns on'the performance. Its big, boldy 
beefy, super-low profile hugs the road 
with a flatter grip. You get tighter 
road-holding and quicker stopping 

And in the wet, the Dunlop 
exclusive Aquajets bale out the water, 
so you drive dry 

If you're thinking about wide wheels 
and wide boots, think Dunlop Formula 70 
the big, bold and beefy radial. 


@ Dunlop Formula 70 SP Sport 
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Brands: new season 
opens 

Syd Fox and Irishman Frank 
Hopper are expected 

the Formula Ford battle they had 
at the ” Devil-take-the-Hindmost 
Boxing Day Brands meeting, this 
Sunday wien the Rochester and 
Tunbridge Wells MCs organise 
the first race meeting of 1973, at 
Brands Hatch. On Boxing Day, 
Hopper and Fox collided at the 
last corner with Hopper getting 
0 the line first... to win on 


Syd Fox—FF revenge. 


three wheels! Fox will no doubt 
be looking for revenge, but in 
addition, Richard Morgan, Mike 
Taylor and Mike Chittenden are 

jong other entries hoping to 
start the new season on a high 
note. 


CATCHPOLE 


Marshall — favourite for 
two? 

Will Gerry Marshall 
double? On Sunday 
opportunity” in the production 


saloon and t-e special saloon 
races, with his Dealer Team 
Vauxhall Firenzas. In the pro- 


duction saloon race, Gerry will 
no. doubt have a tough time 
against John Brindley's Capri, but 
should have life easier in the 
special saloon race, despite the 
Presence of Tony Hazelwood's 
continually improving 4.3-litre 
Daf V8 and the very rapid Minis 
of Terry Harmer and Alan Jones. 
Another saloon race is for the 


I-litre versions, where John 
Homewood’s local Imp, which 
won the 1972 Brands-based Kent 


Messenger saloon car series, and 
Mick Osborne's Mini Miglia head 
the entry list 


Karting, too 
‘A varied field of Formulae Atlan- 
Ue, 3, Ford and. Super Vee 
machinery appears in the 
Formule libre race, which com: 
pletes the car racing side of the 
programme. However, two 250 cc 
kart races are included in the 
programme and awards for this 


‘and the first leg of the “ Brands 


on December 3. Gerry 
is one of the favourites 
for the overall trophy. 

‘So, see the start of another 
motor racing year at Brands on 
Sunday. The action starts at 
1.30 pm with a kart race and 
provisional admission price is 
0p (children 30p) and an addi 


tional 40p for combined stand 
and paddock entrance. 


Cadwell: Rallycross on 
Friday 


Tomorrow, the muddy terrain of 
Cadwell Park is the venue for 
MotoStage’s rallycross, at which 
some of the action will be tele- 
recorded for LWT's World of 
Sport programme on Saturday 
afternoon. 

‘Around 40 competitors will be 
1 part, with the majority of 
entry comprising usual 
special rallyeross cars and th 
remaining vehicles forming " pro: 
duction” cars of International 
Group 1 and 3 specification. 


Ford v BLMC 


In the charging specials class, en- 


tries include the works-assisted 
Fords of Rod Chapman, John 
Taylor and Ron Douglas, with 


more Escorts for the very spec 
tacular Tony Drummond, and 
John Welch, while the likes of 
Hugh Wheldon, Dave Preece, 
David Angel, Keith Ripp and Don 
Githam aim to uphold Mini 
honour. Peter Harper's Imp will 
be searching for reliability while 
another Chrysler UK product, 
the Avenger of Colin Malkin is 
favourite for the production class, 
Barry Lee's Marina and Winston 
Percy's Datsun are also expected 

to appear in this cl 
Each competitor will complete 
‘a series of qualifying runs and 
from the results of these runs 
will be chosen the eight.” pro: 
duction " car finalists and 12 open 
semi-finalists leading to eight 
chosen for the grand final. Two 
finals will conclude the 


‘Cadwell is situated eight miles 
north-north-east of | Horncastl 
approached by the A153. Don't 
forget, the meeting is tomorrow. 
Friday and should be well worth 
a visit, if you can arrange a day 
off work! 


And at Croft: Rallycross 
on Sunday 


Following Cadwell, most of the 
rallycross contingent head north 
to County Durham for the final 
round of the Martins/Texaco 
Rallycross Championship. 

‘The outcome is very open with 
Peter Vaughan Richard 
Longman-prepared Cooper S, John 
Taylor's Haynes of Maidstone 
Ford Escort and Jeff William: 
son's Cooper $ having a chance 


of scooping the overall _tith 
Vaughan has proved quite a sur- 
prise in the winter series at 
Croft and after two successive 
wins in the last two Martins/ 
‘Texaco rounds he seems favourite 
to clinch the honours. 


Final round — varied 


entries 

For the final Croft rallycross of 
this series there are hopes that 
Rod Chapman's Stormont Escort 
and Alan Conley’s CCC Clan 
Crusader will add some spice to 
the entry list, which comprises 
much the usual assortment of 


It_ promises 
Croft rallycross of 1 
try to brave the eler 
see the action. The place, Croft 


Autodrome, five miles south of 
Darlington the time of start, 
1.30 pm. 

© The three rema'ning Rondel 


Brabham BT38s have been sold 

dealer Fred Oper 
who was at the Racing Car 
Show last week, The fourth car, 


Henri Pe was sold 
earlier to South African Jackie 
Pretorious. 


@ A European version of India 
apolis has recently been given the 
go-ahead in Italy, The new Auto- 
Grome will be built 8 km outside 
Modena, It is planned that thi 
will be a number of different 
Circuits available on the site but 
the main consideration Is the oval 
track. The new plans were 
announced over the weekend by 
engineer A’berto Rogano, presi- 
dent of the Italian Sporting 
Commission. 


M8, aweeen, 


LETS GEE HOWt LOOK IND 


( My NEW BELL STAR. 


NO.NO,-175 NO GOOD, 
1S JUST NOT ME. 


d 


APART FROM WHICH THERE 
IS NEVER... 


) 


mS 
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Ist. East Afric: 


public. 


We test ourcars in 


Ford cars have been in over 1000 Ithas served to hammer one lesson When you buy a Ford you're not 
metal wrenching,fiercely competitive home: ifyoudon'tkeepimprovingyoulose. just buyingacar that's been tested, you're 
racesand rallies We think we've learned thislesson well. _buyinga car that's been proven 

They've been through fireand ice, Lastyear alone Fordsand Ford 
season poweredcarswonover7smajorevents, {Za ...leads the way. 
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CHRISTCHURCH 


McRae’'s Wigram 
hat-trick ; Stewart 


threatens 


By PETER GREENSLADE 


McRae GMI 27. 
of 114.27 mph. Brown, who set a 


Photographs by HARRY RUFFLE 


Graham McRae completed an International Lady Wigram Trophy race hat-trick and carried 
Tasman Cup points score to 21 at Christchurch last Saturday wher 

's ahead of Warwick Brown (Lola T300) to win at a record average speed 
-89 mph lap record, was followed in by Steve Thompson 


‘came home in his 


(Chevron B24) 33.5 5 later. Frank Matich (Matich Repco A50) and David Oxton (Begg FMS) 
Were flagged off fourth and fifth having completed 46 of the 47 laps of the 2.13-mile aerodrome 


elreuit. Sixth, on 45 laps, was Dex 
Still cireulating at the finish. 


For the first six laps Stewart, McRae, Evan 
Noyes (McRae GM1) and Kevin Bartlett 
(Lola 300) ran nose to tail. Then Bartlett 
pitted to cure an ‘misfire and 
McCormack moved into fourth spot. Only 
three-fifths of a second 

when Noyes 
‘@ blown clutch four laps la 
in on the leading pair by out-braking them, 
set the lap record, and took McRae in the 
20th lap, but lost the place when he had 
‘@ spin in lap 28, When Stewart retired there 
was only 2 5 between McRae and Brown, 
but the young Sydney driver apparently felt 

etter to be assured of second 
place ‘g0, Thompson, 
who was never farther back than sixth, kept 
nibbling away at Matich and finally’ took 
him on lap 39, 

Last year McRae won at an average speed 
of 112,02 mph and shared fastest lap of 
115.35 mph with Matich on a circuit which 
had been altered by the removal of the 
hairpin exit from the long back straight. 


ENTRY 


With the 
McConnell (Surtee: 


exceptions of Canadian Dave 
S15), who had blown 

vin qualifying, and New 
‘Smith (March 722), who had 
done likewise in the race itself, the full 
“circus” turned up in Christchurch. The 
only other scratching of note was that of 
the 1970 Tasman champion, Graeme Lawrence, 
whose Surtees TS15 had been delayed in 
Singapore while en route for New Zealand. 
‘The damage suffered by the Stewart Lola 


Second at Wigram put Warwick Brown second on the Tasman ladder, but 11 points behind McRoe. 


RB artes 
podacsipapuen 


Here erence 


‘Dunlop (McRae GM1). Of the 18 


riers there were ten 


race seen at Wigram in many a year. McRae had to fight every inch 
position for the rolling start, but the second fastest qualifier, Max 
ead from flag fall and tenaciously held it until 


crankshaft 
ry engine in the 36th lap. 
joint in the right front 
suspension came apart at Levin had been 
repaired. Matich, who had made a quick trip 
home to Sydney after Levin, had his team 
fit a fresh Repco VB in his absence. There 
was nothing wrong with the one he had 
Used in the two opening rounds, but the new 
‘one was reputedly quicker. Subsequent events 
showed that this was not so. The radiator 
which had split in the  Servis-sponsored 
Chevron B24 ‘at Levin had been replaced. 
‘According to entrant Alan Brodie, the trouble 
had simply been metal fatigue, 

‘New Zealand Grand Prix | winner John 
McCormack had virtually no work to do on 
his Elfin Repco, as it had run less than one 
lap at Levin when the throttle cable broke. 
However, new rear suspension rose joints 

ad been fitted, as those used at Levin had 
shown a tendency to crack. McCormack put 
that down to over-tightening and, although 
he had heavier ones made up at the Adelaide 
works, he used the lighter ones at Wigram. 

McRae, who does not make a habit of 
telling the opposition what he is about, 
reputedly had in the engine he had used at 
Levin, but fitted with the heads used at 
Pukekohe. There was a story circulating that 
this arrangement 300d for $30 bhp. But 
the only obvious fact about the McRae GMI 
was that, instead of the usual 13in rear 
wheels, it was on 15 in rears 

Baron Robertson made a quick trip to 
Sydney immediately after Levin to have 
engine-builder Mery Waggott effect repairs 
to. a cracked Ford short block from. his 
March 722, The weather was glorious in 
Christchurch and most people found time 


for some relaxation, although a few did some 
testing at the Canterbury CC’s permanent 
circuit at Ruapuna Park, 


PRACTICE 


‘Xs Wigram 1s an operational Royal New 
Zealand Air Force base, which is closed down 
each year for the race, qualifying has to be 
restricted to one day. This meant that every- 
fone was out at the circuit bright and early 
on Friday morning for the first untimed ses 
‘sion. Instead of being sited on the start-finish 
straight, as has always been the case in the 
past, the pits were moved to just beyond 
Hangar Bend, the exit to the start-finish 
ght, This resulted in the bend being 
tighter than it had been, but it soon 
became obvious that lap speeds were not 
going to drop on this account. 

‘The figure to aim at was McRae’s pole- 
gaining 65.9 s of 1972. No one achieved it 
during the untimed rounds, McRae probably 
doing best of all with 66.9 s. Bartlett. man- 
‘aged a 67.2 5, but most of the others, Matich, 
Stewart, Sam Posey (Surtees TS11B) among 
them, 
spent a 


found that his engine had no steam over 
7500 rpm and elected to try a higher set of 
ratios. This was no help and so he changed 
back to the original ones, 

‘Stewart put in a goodly number of lap: 
but constant bottoming on one of Wigram’ 
bumps wore a hole through the sump. So, 
as soon as the session ended, he headed 
for the city to fit a replacement and set 
up the T330's suspension at its maximum 
height which. he said, was still not really 
sufficient, Robertson went out in the March 
722 and caused some excitement because 
the fuel tank had apparently been over-filled 
and this resulted in a fire of which Robertson 
yeemed oblivious. People started running 
about with extinguishers and he got_ the 
‘message, stopped and had the minor blaze 
quelled without much 4 

‘The timed runs were held in two ‘compa 
tively short afternoon sessions and in the first 
‘one Noyes provided the surprise by getting 
down to 66.18 by dint of driving on the 
limit and using up some of the grass verges, 
Bartlett got down to 66.28 fairly quickly, 
while Stewart posted 66.48, Thompson 67 8, 
and then Brown did 66.6 s, Matich was a dis: 
appointed man with 67.2 and Rollinson, ke 
Thompson, new to the circult, was quite happy 
with 674s. Posey’s best was 685, the same 
as Oxton, and the American was also. dis- 
appointed. 

McRae who had been in and out of the 
pits, then proceeded to set things alight by 
getting down to 65 s, an average of 117.969 
mph. But in the process a cylinder head 
gasket went and so he called it a day and 
headed off for the city where the engine 
was partly dismantled to find the cause of 


ers sph es 


rt: 
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the trouble and then re-assembled with the 
New Zealand Grand Prix heads fitted, 


By the time the second session started, 
the track had become more slippery. How. 
ever McCormack, who had done nothing of 
ote in the first session, came up with 65.6 s, 
while Matich seemed to find. some extra 
power and finally got down to 664 s right 
at the end of the session, Brown improved to 
664 s and Posey came down to 676 s, The 
day finished with everyone having a final 
chance of bettering themselves in a short 
Session between supporting events the fol- 
Towing morning. 

After Friday's broiling sunshine a cool, 
cloudy race day was welcomed by everyone. 
The 15-minute final qualifying session was 
held mid-morning. McRae, who had come 
out to the circuit at around 5 am and had 
‘a couple of runs up and down the back 
Straight, just to assure himself that all was 
right with the GMI, did not turn out, although 
most of the others did, Stewart nudged Noyes 
off the front row of the grid by getting 
down to 65.5 s. Bartlett knocked a tenth of 
@ second off his Friday best to get to 66.1 s, 
the same as Noyes, Matich failed to improve 
on his 66.4 s, but Rollinson made 66.9 5 
‘and $0 did Oxion, Posey came down to 67 s 
and Garry Pedersen (Begg FM4) finished up 
with 71,3 8. Kelvin Cameron (Brabham 
BT29C) broke his engine and so was out of 
the contest. Frank Radisich (McLaren M10 
Repeo), came down from 73 to 72s, Among 
the others who did not improve were Neil 
Doyle (Begg FM2), Noritake Takahara 
(Brabham BT36), Robertson and Doug Heney 
(McLaren MAA). 


RACE 


The field had just lined itself up behind the 
pace car when Robertson discovered some- 
thing amiss in the March 722 so headed for 
the pits and was not in evidence again 
Stewart had his fuel tanks topped up and 
then the 17 cars rolled off on the pace lap 
in formation. As they approached the start- 
finish line all was in order so the flag was 
dropped and Stewart, on the outside, got a 
car's length ahead of McRae to lead the 
pack into Hangar Bend the first left-hander. 
Close behind were Noyes and Bartlett, with 
Matich, Brown and Rollinson also prominent. 
McCormack had a mighty spin in che traffic, 
but everyone avoided him and he found him: 
self in 10th spot, which he held until his 
retirement after seven laps. 

In the meantime, the field streamed through 
the fast Bomb Bay Bend to the back straight 
with barely daylight between Stewart, Mc- 
Rae, Noyes and Bartlett. Matich was’ next 
with Brown almost level, and then came 
Rollinson, Oxton, Posey and Thompson. Posey 
pitted on completion of lap 1 for engine 
adjustments and was thereafter out of cun- 
tention. He resumed but was in again with a 
punctured tyre after 13 laps. Stewart went 
Into the second lap with McRae and Noyes 
glued to him and there was not much more 
than a length back to Bartlett. Brown now 
took Matich who immediately began to drift 
back but was still well clear of Rollinson, 
Oxton and Thompson. 

‘At the end of five laps Stewart, McRae, 
Noyes and Bartlett comprised a 2 5 bridge. 
In the next lap Brown moved in on Bartlett 
and took his place when the latter pitted 
the Lola T300 engine sounding off song. Five 
laps later Stewart led McRae by three-fifth 
‘of @ second and Noyes was 2 s farther back. 
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Brown was next, with Rollinson 9 s behind 
and Matich another second away in sixth 
spot, ahead of Thompson. 

Noyes and Rollinson soon retired, the 
former with a burnt out clutch and the latter 
had a badly overheating engine. So after 12 
laps ‘Stewart led McRae by 2s and there 
was about 4s back to Brown, who was going 
great guns. Matich was now in fourth place, 
Dut making heavy weather of it, although still 
well clear of Thompson and Oxton. Dexter 
Dunlop (McRae GMI) led the rest. Bartlett 
resumed in this lap and ran on well out 
Of contention to finish in seventh spot behind 
Dunlop with 43 laps completed. 
the up-and-coming 22-year-old from 
now began bidding for McRae's 
second place in the white Team Target Lola 
T300, but it was not until they were into the 
2ist ‘lap that McRae had to give best. Even 
$0, there was nothing in it really for Stewart 
who was lapping consistently in 66.7 5 with 
McRae and Brown running nose to tail. Matich 
was now about 30's back and had Thompson 
moving in on him. 

‘The leading trio lapped Oxton on Jap 27 
and Brown had the spin that dropped. him 
back to third spot once more in the same 
lap. With McRae in the middle, there was 5s 
between Stewart and Brown’ after 33 laps 


and it appeared that there was no way that 
McRae could rid himself of Brown and move 
in on Stewart. But the burly Australian's race 


was nearly over. He pitted with oil spurting 
from his engine at the start of lap 37 having 
dropped behind McRae 

So now the order was McRae, Brown, 


Matich, who was about to be taken by Thomp: 
son, and then Oxton, Dunlop and Pedersen 
with the rest miles ‘behind. After 40 laps, 
McRae led Brown by 24 8 and henceforth 
he widened the gap. Pedersen now retired 
with undisclosed ‘troubles bringing the field 
down ta 10 runners. McRae eased up for the 
last two laps, safe in the knowledge that he 
could not heip but win his third successive 
Lady Wigram Trophy, and he was followed in 
by Brown and Thompson. Then came Matich 
and Oxton, a lap down, with Dunlop. yet 
another lap behind, but clear of Bartlett who 
was followed home by Radisich, Doyle and 
Takahara 


Steve Thompson (above) drove @ steady race to third place in the Chevron B24. Max Stewart 


Gelow) | 
‘always in close attendance, with Nover third. 


the fleld for many laps before engine trouble caused him to retire. McRa 


(22) was 


MONTE CARLO RALLY — INTERIM REPORT 


Complete chaos as organisation fails 


From JOHN DAVENPORT, Monte Carlo, January 22 


Already, before the Common Route has even 
commenced, the 42nd Monte Carlo Rally Is 
proving to be more than was bargained for. 
‘The new inclusion of a special stage for ali 
competitors after the concentration routes 
linked-up before reaching Monaco has been 
4 complete fiasco. Hannu Mikkola (Ford), 
Sandro Munari (Lancia) and Timo Makinen 
(Ford) set by far the fastest times over the 
17 kms Col du Corobin as they plumped for 
what turned out to be the right cholce of 
tyres. In the Ford case, Dunlop Dis with 
Munari choosing Pirelli’ CN36—both tyres 
virtually racers" with very light _ studing. 
Others were not so lucky with their tyre 
decisions, oF with the weather conditions on 
the test. 

‘Among competitors to lose time on the 
run-in were Alcide Paganelli/Domenico Russo, 
their Fiat 124 Spider suffering a jammed 
gearbox on the road from Pont des Miolans 
Jean Ragnotti's Renault 12 Gordini also had 
gearbox problems, losing third on the test to 
Fecord a thne of 15 m 39 s, Marie Claude 
Beaumont lost any chance of repeating her 
1970 Coupe des Dames when the water pump 
of her G2 Opel Ascona seized soon after the 
Reims start. Anders Kullang went off with the 
automatic transmission Ascona and took 19 m 
18 5. 


Current leader, Hannu Mikkola. 


British competitors to retire before reach- 
ing the Principality were Ronald Hancock/ 
James Grey who stopped at Le Puy, reason 
unknown and the Mike Dodds/Brian Englefield 
Mini which hit a tree after suffering a variety 
of bothers all the way across including 
changing the head gasket between Glasgow 
‘and. Scotch Corner. 

‘The most incredible happenings concerned 
police action which has resulted in 40 
competitors being penalised and several 
excluded. Among. the excluded were three 
British entries, Tony Maslen/David Higson, 
Mike Clarke/Nell_ IndigoJones and Clive 
Roberts/Michael Siveyer who started from 
Reims. The police action along the route 

iso caused severe delays on the Le Corobin 
test but primarily concerned the operation of 
at least 30 radar speed-traps and subsequent 
discrepancies of procedure which makes a 
complete mockery of the rally. 

‘Most of the penalties were allegedly collec- 
ted for exceeding 40 kph speed. restrictions 
thrbugh small villages. Although the rally 
regulations state clearly that for a first breach 
of police and traffic regulations there is a 
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Nothing but trouble for the Mike Dodds Mini which has retired. Bagulay/Cuff Fiat (Below). 
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penalty of 300 seconds and for a subsequent 
bffence exclusion, competitors were not even 
informed of thelr first offence which makes 
two-stage penalties quite void. More to the 
point, the same paragraph also states that a 
policeman or official having noticed the offence 
Shall detach from the road book cover a 
leaf provided stating nature of offence etc 
None' of this was carried out—competitors 
Were told of their offences on reaching Monte 
Carlo, No competitors were flagged down in 
the proper way to be informed they had broken 
a speed limit and, of course, the road books 
were untouched 


As an example of the very obvious police 
intervention, Chris Sclater and John Daven: 
port, in 23rd position overall after the test 
Suddenly plummeted to find themselves 155th 
when they were informed that they had failed 
to stop properly ata halt sign, Where or 
when they do not know for they were nc 
stopped and their road book was not minus 
any breach of regulation leaf 


Just as peculiar, none of the penalised 
crews. were’ official’ works entries which is, 
by any reckoning, a strange coincidence. The 
second scandal is closely associated with the 
first. As it happened, 30 many police were 
Involved with the operation of radar. traps 
there were very few left to be detailed to 
crowd control and the Col du Corobin was 30 
severly under-policed that the rally had to be 
Stopped completely for two hours—again by 
police—to un-tangle an almighty mess with The Kieber-Wheelbase Escort of Chris Sclater/John Davenport arrives at Dover. 
Spectators everywhere and. more than 250 

Private cars parked on the actual test 


Ford men Mikkola, Jim Porter and Avtosront's John Davenport discuss the first section of 
the rally at Dover (below) 


With the police halt to proceedings and 
the general confused running of the rally the 
Special stage tackled from early morning 
Until” mid-afternoon, Quite naturally, the 


weather altered during the course of the day 
and, as an example, the Oslo starters running 
Well back in the queue, tackled the test late 
‘on, when rain and mud’ added to the slippery 


conditions, Consequently the best placed Oslo 
Starter is only. 75th. overall. Similarly the 
Monte Carlo starters (including all the 


Alpines) drove the test very early and most 
chose very heavily studded tyres to cope with 
the colder, icler, conditions. Piot with 550 
‘studs on Weathermasters could not possibly 
hope to compare with the best mid-morning 
runs of Mikkola, Makinen, Lampinen, Munari, 
fc, who all chose lightly studded racing 
tyres. 

Morale amongst competitors must be at an 
absolute low with such one-sided anti-rally 
police activities and the total disregard of 
the operation of the regulations in places. 
Many drivers need not have bothered starting 
—let alone complete the journey to Monte 
Carlo only to be told of alleged offences and 
bbe either penalised or excluded with complete 
disregard, 

Weather for the Monaco-Vals Les Bains: 
Uriage-Monaco common tun looks to be 
quite bad with more snow. likely. At the 
‘moment (Monday evening) three tests are 
closed. They are Col de Perty, Burzet and St 
Bonnet le Froid 


The “Breach of police and traffic regulations It ie the 


failure by the organisers to adhere to article 14 that 


COL DU COROBIN (17 km): is causing so much trouble, 


1, Mikkola (Escort RS) 13. m_ 29s 


Munari (Lancia) 13 m 29 s; 3, Makinen 7 

Pineal Came) 18; 305: 2, Makinen BREACH OF POLICE AND TRAFFIC REGULATIONS 

13m 57 s; 5, Waldegaard (Fiat) 14 m 00 s: Art. 14. - In case of breach of traffic code, policemen or officials 
6 Andruet (Aipine) 14 m 0.2 s; 7, Ballestrieri having noticed the offense shall detach from the Road Book cover 


Ganelay 14m 06 s:$, Therier (Alpine) 14m a leat provided for that purpose tier having entered the nature, 


Plot’ (Alpine) 14m (08 sr 11. Pinto. (Fla date, hour and place of the offense as well as the department of 
14m 09; I1'=, Andersson (Alpine) 14 m 093; the official making the entry. This is also valid for any non- 
13, Hainback (BMW) 14m 17's; 14, Darniche conformity with police regulations ‘regarding the car general 
Aipine) 14 m 18 18, Naseniss (Opel) 14 m condition and its equipment (exhaust too loud, e.g.) 

Wollek (Alpine) 14 m 31 s; 18, Barbasio (Fiat) 14 Should the book be minus a breach of regulation leaf, a 
14m 32 s; 19, Develey (Alpine) 14m 35 5 penalty of 300 seconds will be inflicted. Should the Book be minus 
20, "Fall (Datsun) 14-m_ 37s; 21, "Lorang two leaves, the competitor will be excluded from the Rally. The 


Mig ee eet es same penalties will be inflicted to the competitor, in case the 
BS ener pape aa eal policemen making the entries or officials having noticed the 
Gipine) 14m 46. 5:26, Aaltonen (Datsun) offence will not be able to proceed in making the above- 
14 m 47 s; 27, Fiorentino (Simca) 141m 50 5; mentioned entries, but will have notified those breaches to the 
28, ‘Larrousse (Alfa Romeo) 14 m 53s; 28= organisers before the general classification publication. 


Lefebyre (Alpine) 14 m 53s; 30, Russling 
(Alpine) 14 m 56 5 
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PECIAL STAGE 


International 
Galway Rally 


International 
February 9-11, 
Adrian Boyd. 


Galway Rally, 
entries include 
Rosemary Smith, 
Sean Campbell, Dessie McCart 
ney, Noel Smith, John Keating, 
Brendan Fagan ‘and John Burns 
in Escort variants; last. year's 
Winner Ronnie McCartney in a 
BMW 2002, in place of the 
Triumph 2.5 PI he drove in 
72, and also down to drive 
BMW's are: Cahal Curley, David 
Agnew, Arnie Poole, Robert Ward 
‘and Sue Sinclair, Mervyn John: 
ston, who rolled away victory on 
the very last’ stage last year, 
remains faithful to. BL with 
Mini-Cooper S; and a Clan Crusa- 
der has been entered by Ken 
Bolton. Two very interesting 
entries are a pair of Chevron= 
BMW BB's for racer Alec Poole 
and rallyman Mick Dolan. 


Crefft Rally 


University College of Swansea 
Motor Club are. holding. the 
CreMft Rally on February 24/25th. 
The start will be from the univer: 
sity grounds and will consist of 
200 “miles of smooth tarmac, 
with "three selectives, Alcoa 
Manufacturing (Waunarhoydd) 
Ltd, are contributing towards the 
prizes and are also. supplying 
photographs to every finisher 
John Ace (Garages) Ltd., Swan. 
sea, BMW Distributors, are 
supplying one of their demon: 
strators as a course car. A. film 


of the rally will be made by 
Swansea College of Art who will 
have five camera crews out on 


the night. Regs will be available 
from the 27th from: The Crefft 
Office, 64 Woodville Road, Mum 
bles, ‘Swansea, Glamorgan. 


Shipside 
Rally 


‘One of the better Midlands 
rallies each year is the Shipside 
regs for this year's event 

now out, and these promise 109 
Unsurfaced roads on maps 113, 
121, 122 and 123. Shipsides sell 
BL ‘cars in Nottingham, and the 
event starts from their truck 
depot at Clifton Bridge, Notting- 
ham, on February 10th at 11 pm. 


Details from Stuart Bruce, Not- 
tingham University MC, 113 
Bramcote Drive, Nottingham, 


(Nottingham 252830), This is @ 
qualifier for the EMAMC series. 


Mexico Rally Championship 
points after round 2 (Mini Miglia) 
1, Nigel Rokey, 17. 2, Russell 
Brookes and Bob Bean, 16. 4, 
Roger Platt, 12. 5, Kevin Videan, 
10.6, John Edwards Parton and 
Roland Young, 9. 
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Shell again 
with Ford 


Continuing thelr successful 
association with Ford which in 
cluded winning the East African 
Safari last year, Shell will again 
be supporting ali the official works 
entries in rallying. racing and 
rallycross under their ‘new  Shell- 
Sports banner in 1973. The cars 
will retain. the standard Ford 
blue/white colour’ scheme with 
the addition of the Shellsport 
black and silver background motif 
on the door panels and the 
familiar Shell ‘symbol on the 
bonnet and boot. The first appear: 
ance of the Shellsport entries is 
Fight now in the Monte Carlo 
Rally ‘with the RS 1600s of 
Hannu Mikkola/Jim Porter and 
Timo Makinen/Henry Liddon. 


Rally book 


Published last week was the 
Ford Escort and Rallye Sport.” 
by Jim Gavin, at €2.80 from Pel 
ham Books. This Is a welcome 
successor to Gavin's soft-back 
Ford Cortina Tuning for Power 
and Performance, and explains 
with care the range of optional 
parts which Fords market for 


Escorts. The book includes 
useful diagrams and lists, and 
for variety also lists many. of 
Ford's leading Escort successes 
in sport, Gavin |s especially 
Qualified to write such a book. 
having virtually pioneered the 
Mexico moverient the 
1600 GT Escort which he drove 


to Sydney in the 1968 Marathon, 


New colours 


Pat Ryan's Mini will be appearing 
on the Snowman and subsequent 
events in the colours of the Rally 
Centre, a company within thi 
Charles Clark empire in Wolver 
hampton. The Rally Centre have 
become well known as supporters 
of the Castrol/MN events and 
other rallies, with their caravan 
stocking the multiple last minute 
needs of rallymen at the starts 
of events. Ryan's car will be the 
usual eight-port car, but with a 
new 1433 cc unit built up by 
Roger Smith of Blazespeed. 


© Ron Clift’s inversion was his 
first accident in 15 years of rall 
Ing. All those years he has been 
driving in mortal fear of going 
off and damaging his car. Now 
he has found out he has been 
worrying for nothing, he is look- 
ing fora faster car to use in 
the future! 


© Too late last week came news 
that the IRDC forum due for 
24th January had been postponed 
ull 28th February, same venue, 
same format. Apologies to ali 
concerned. 


Withers with Chrysler 
— GI Avenger for Fidler 


Following talks with Des O'Dell 
at. Chrysler" Competitions 
Department, Withers of Winsford 
will be campaigning an Avenger 
GT in Group 1 form this season 
Cal Withers stated he was ” very 
impressed” with the Avenger as 
a. rally. car, and an Avenger 
should be arriving at the Cheshire 
performance centre she The 
car will be driven mainly by Roy 
Fidler, and in due course when 


he factory have peda 

up 2 version, it will be con 
verted into this specification. The 
car will be maintained at Wins 


ford. This car will be used pri 
marily for Castrol-Motoring News 


type events, though it will not be 
Used to contest. the series 
seriously 

Other plans from Winsford 


include to continue camp 
a Datsun 2402 In RAC 

plonship rallies, though & Cal Withers. 
Chrysler car will be used on the 


home Internationals if 
Chris Sclater and Bob de Jong 
are being asked to enter the TAP 


Richard Morris, whilst plans 
centred around Roger Platt, who 
hopes to. use the. ex-Russell 
Rally in the Datsun, and George Brookes" Ullenhall_ & Brooklyn 
Hill/Keith Wood in the Avenger. Mexico, in the Mexico champion: 
George is also. being nominated ship are expected to be clarified 
to enter the Circuit of Ireland shortly. 

with the Datsun, an event which Withers 


recently acquiréd a 


Chris does not’ wish to ‘enter crusher in connection with the 
during the present political —_ dismantling business at Winsford, 
climate. Withers’ manager lan quite a number of famous old 


Harwood is being entered in the 
Mintex Dales in his new Rover 
powered Escort, NTU 35L with 


rally (and racing) cars have been 
converted into a form more useful 
to the foundries. 


© Regulations for the Manx | @ Castrol are moving their Clubs 
Trophy International Rally will | and Competitions Department 
shortly 3 — necro down to Swindon, with effect 
grauirigs have been received | fom last Monday, 22nd January. 
Cot We vaiabie Yom'G."F, | Address for correspondence is 

Burmah Castrol Ltd, PO Box 23, 


Karran, 37 Athol Street, Douglas 
Date will be 7-9th September, Swindon, Wilts (Swindon 30101), 


Eamonn Cotter won the Irish National Rally Championship for the 
second time. The Galweyman is pictured in last year's Easter Rally, a 
Substitute for the cancelled Circult of Ireland. Seen here on the way to 
@ class win with Mick Healy navigating on this occasion in place of 
regular map minder Paul Phelan. 
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Red Dragon Rally 


This Saturday sees Round 2 in 
the Castrol/MN Rally Champion: 
ship being run in south west 
Wales. It is the Red Dragon 
Rally” organised by the Port 
Talbot MC (who are also 
responsible for the Virgo Galaxy 
and the Tour of Eppynt) and is 
based at the traditional fishing 
and holiday resort of Saunders- 
foot. The rally qualifies for the 
Welsh and the BTRDA Silver 
Star series, but not the Mexico 
Series even though several lead- 
Ing Mexico drivers are due to 
appear. Festivities start on the 
Friday night with a rally forum 
and film show at the Hean Castle 
Hotel, with the rally proper start 
ing from the seafront. sometime 
after 9.30pm. The route will be 
‘similar’ to. last year's but in 
reverse "and with a few. sur. 
prises” according to the Clerk of 
the Course, John Henderson. 


SE 


) 


| ee 


Tony Pond —Escort Mexico. 


The West Wales Guardian is 
preparing a special supplement 
for spectators, including details 
of vantage points, Three Irish 
entries have been received, from 
Brendan Fagan, Mike O'Connell 
and journalist ‘Richard St John 
Young, the last named paired 
with motor racing reporter Alan 
Henry. Similarly’ to. the Targa 
Rusticana, servicing Is restricted 
to the vicinity of the fuel halts 
and also the route will be issued 
to competitors an hour before 


the “off.” The leading entries 
are as follows: 
1, George Hill/Keith Wood, 


Drv" Vauxhall Firenza. 


2. Frank Pierson/Colin Francis, 
DTV Vauxhall Viva, 


3. Laurie — Richards/Derek 
Tucker, Escort RS 1600. 


4. Bob Jeffs/David 
Escort RS. 1600, 


5, Russell Brookes/John Brown, 
Escort Mexico. 


6, Nigel Rockey/Paul 
Escort Mexico. 


7. Alan Conley/Martin Holmes, 
Clan Crusader. 


Taylor, 


‘White, 
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—a few surprises 
on the route 


The Alan Contey/Martin Holmes Clan, a spectators’ favouri 


8. Dai Roderick/Mike Wood- 
ward, Escort RS 1600. 


9. Tony Pond/Frances 
Escort Mexico. 


10. Chris Beynon/Lyn Andrews, 


Cobb, 


Ford Capri. 

11, Tom Williams/Stuart Wal 
ters, Escort TC, 

12, Jimmy — Bullough/Gerald 


Ryan, Escort RS 1600. 
13, Jerry Dodd/Colin 
Escort RS 1600. 
14. Graham Beardmore /Martin 
Phaff, Vauxhall Firenzs 
15, Martin Clark/David Stephen- 
son, Escort RS 1600. 

16, Keith Billows/John 
Escort TC. 

17, Alan Jenkins/Lyn Jenkins, 
Escort RS 1600, 

18, Bernard Banning/Nell 
son, Avenger GT. 


Lunn, 


wie 


Bob Jeffs — Escort RS1600. 


19, Bob Bennett/Alex 
BMW 2002. 

20. Eric Jackson/Don Barrow, 
Escort RS 1600. 


Hobbs, 


Their oversubscribed entry 
continues in quality with names 
Such as Richard Hudson-Evans, 


Ted Dowell, David Oliver and 
Linda Jackson. Kevin Videan and 
Eric Davies are on the list of 
reserves 


Reed and 
Willment 
plan events 


Devon Fordsport Club Centre 
(Reed & Co Ltd, Paignton) will 
have the services of David Oliver 


Gnd Bob Shutler to drive their 
Mexico in a bid for the Associa- 
tion of S. W. Motor Clubs Rally 
Championship for 1973. Reed's 
Rallye Sport are also planning to 
enter the Avon/Motor Tour. of 
Britain with @ Consul 3000GT for 
Clive Baker and Stuart 
McCrudden,  McCrudden will 
‘again be driving their Group One 
racing Mexico this year. 

‘Another Ford" Rallye Sport 
dealer, John Willment Ltd, will 
be represented on the rally scene 
with Peter Watson and Martin 
Baron who will run. Willment’s 
FAVO department and compete 
in selected Gp 1 championship 
events and London Counties 
events in two Mexicos, Willment 


Tocal ‘customer 
with his RS1600 in the Esso Uni- 
flow stage rallies championship, 


Eire’s second International Rally 
fs the Circuit of Donegal 
scheduled for June _15-17th. 
Major sponsor is Bord Failte 
Eireann (Irish Tourist. Board) ; 
with supplementary sponsorship 
by Ballyraine Hotel, Milford 
Bakers and Flour Mills Ltd, and 
Donegal Oil Company. “Cash 
awards total €2,600; with €500 
for Ist, £300 for 2nd and £200 
for 3rd—down to £25 for 15th 
overall. Class awards are €25, 
€20 and E15; and in addition t6 
£100 for the best cross-channel 
entrant, there is a 50 per cent 


Circuit of Donegal 
33 special stages 


refund in the €20 entry foe and 


er cent. reduction on boat 
res and reduced accommoda: 
The entire route will be in the 


North and West of Co, Donegal: 
with 33 stages over tarred public 
road, closed of course to all 
other traffic. In all there is 240 
stage miles in the 450-mile route, 
varying in length from 4 to 14 
miles. Stages will be made known 
in advance and may be recce-d 
but not, of ‘course, at racing 
speeds 


Seen at the recent Racing Car Show at Olympia was this works Alpine 
Renault 1600. The car is the Jean-Pierre Nicolas/Claude Roure Monte 
Carlo car. At £1.29 it seems a good bargain as rally cars go. Overall 
length is 3] inches and this Solido model is finished in the authentic 
colour. Besides opening doors and detailed interior the Alpine (ref. 181) 


comes with a sheet of stickers 


including rally 


plates. Wheels are 


ccurately reproduced and the rears have just the right amount of 
negative camber. This and many other Solido models were all on sale 
‘at the show, exhiblted by Hobby Supplies, 540 High Road, Chiswick, 
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Take Castrol to heart 
and look what happens 


Roger Bell (BMW/Alfa Romeo) 
‘Castrol Group One Champion 
Jeremy Walton (Escort Sport) 
Castrol Group One Champion 

‘Andy Rouse (Escort Mexico) 
Castrol Mexico Champion 
Allison Davis (Femtresh 

Ginetta G15) British Women 
Racing Drivers Champion 

Peter Cook (Mallock U.2) 
National Formula 1200 Champion 
David Newman (D.N.C. Reliant) 


Once again the Castrol Team seem to 
be cleaning up the top honours. Even 
the most Doubting of Thomases is 
going to have a hard time claiming 
it's just coincidence. Putting Castrol 
in your car puts you in good company 


Put heartin rcar 
with Costrol GTX. 


Britain's biggest selling motor oil. 


1“ 


National 750 Formula Champion 
Barry Lee (Escort) 

British Hot Rod Champion 

Chris Cramer (Mallock U.2) 

Shell Leaders Hill Climb Champion 
Chris Seaman 

Castrol/BARC Hill Climb Champion 
Derek Green (Puffin) 

750 Trials Champion 

Bill Moffat (Hillman Imp) 
BTRDA/Duckhams Production 

Car Trial Champion 
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LAP RECORDS 


By MIKE KETTLEWELL 


Amazingly, Avtosrort’s lap records charts 
‘show that Martin Raymond is equal first with 
Frank Gardner, at 12 records, yet none was 
set later than 1970! Raymond's 1148 cc Daren 
Ford Mk 2 holds countless 1150 ce Sports 
GT lap records (a new category which amal- 
gamated the old sports-racing and Special GT 
classes in 1972), although with the raising of 
the class capacity limit to 1300 cc for 1973 
Martin won't top the table again next season. 

Frank Gardner's records are set with the 
well-known SCA Freight Chevrolet Camaro 
228s plus the works Formula 5000 Lola- 
Chevrolet 7300 of 1971 and, amazingly, a 
Brabham-Climax BTS sports ‘car from the 
early 1960s (the Crystal Palace formule libre 
lap record). With 10 lap records to his credit 
1s clubman’s formula exponent Noel St 
bury. Most of Noel's 1971 1000 cc class lap 
records still stand and he added some 1600 
€c ones for good measure last year! 

No fewer than eight drivers have nine lap 
records each: Monoposto Formula exponent 
Jim Yardley, Modsports king Jon Fletcher, 
Sports GT champion Jeremy Lord, Group 2 
heroes Bill McGovern and John Fitzpatrick, 
versatile Gerry Marshall, Mexico man Andy 
Rouse and Historic enthusiast Neil Corner. 
1972 the outright lap records were 
broken at most circuits. Highlight of the 
year must have been the cracking of the ton 
at the Brands Hatch Club cireult in October 
by Brian Redman and Graham MeRae in their 
50008. Their new record speed of 101.45 mph 
is a 3.6% improvement over the old 97.89 
mph figure of 1970 and 1971. Cadwell Park 
‘and Rufforth both entered the 90 mph bracket, 
while the Silverstone Club circuit became a 
110 mph track. 

Finally, from the table at the foot of this 
page, one can see how speeds have risen over 2 
the past 10 years. A mere decade ago only 
four circuits had a lap record over 100 mph— 
and there was little sign of 120 mph, let 


- SMa, aes itt SA 
aids AE Ceo TW eee eI Pe, 
Prank Gardner's SCA Freight Camaro with which he shattered many G2 records during the year. 


alone 130 mph, being approached. One of ing power, perhaps it is time the governing be required for many years and this, 

these circuits (Goodwood) has closed to the bodies “of motor sport began to tackle the could “result in more ‘money. being "a 

Public "and another (Snetterion) has been problem of uktra-wide wheels and tyres. A for spectator amenities 

Fovised Timit on tyre widths would reduce lap speeds ‘Taking from another angle, if speeds 
Looking at the major circuits, the increase yet place more importance on driver ability continue to. rise as they have done the last 

In speeds, over the past. 10 years has been And ‘suspension design. More, importants few. years, would Brands Hatch Club circuit 

in the order of 16-17 mph, Considering most reduced cornering speeds should also mean be safe at 115 mph, Mallory Park at almost 


of the extra speed is due to increased corner that no further circuit safety work should 130 mph or Silverstone GP at over 145 mph? 


Comparison of outright circuit speeds 
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GOODYEAR TYREPOWER 
GETS YOU PLACES. 


First Place First Place First Place 
Motoring News/Castrol Ford Escort Shell/Scottish 
Championship Championship Championship 


Harold Morley ina Ford Escort Will Sparrow 0n175 x13 Jimmy Rae ina Ford Escort 
2iereon180-33013GE00Ulera. ——_Ultragrip Rally Specials. RS 1600 on 175 x13 Uleragrip Rally 
grip Rally Specials. Will, R.A.C. British Rally Specials. 

‘A Dental Surgeon from Champion in 1970, always prepares Jimmy surprised quitea few 
Manchester, Harold has competed —_thecars hedrives but in this people when he won the 1970 Shell/ 
inthis championship many timesin Championship his Escort, which was Scottish Rally Championship ina 
recent years. entered and sponsored by Hodgson’s Ford Escort 1300 

1n1972 he chose to usean of Retford, had to remain quite He used 175 x13 Ultragrip Rally 
aluminium 2 litre BDA engine pro- standard. Specials then and has continued to do 
ducing 185 BHP. A few modifications However even with only 62BHP so despite the ever increasing power 
had to be made during the year, but _at the rear wheels heis as quick as outputs. 

Harold iwaya ielecad on esame many of thefinely tuned and more 
tyres. Thesurfacesfortheseevents powerful cars. With this reduced 

are never the same, and Harold's power, traction and adhesion become 
outstanding reliability record amore important factor, and Will 
isaremarkabletestimonialforthe would not fitanything but 175 x 13 
tyres. Ultragrip Rally Specials. 


Howells/Shell Tour of Dean Rally Jan 7th 1972 
1st MikeHibber/Henry Liddon Clarke Simpion Ford Escort 
2nd PauiFaulkner/MontyPeters FordEscort RS 1600 
3rd RegMullenger/Gerry Turner Ford Escort RS 1600 
4th TonyPond/FrancesCobb Ford Escort Mexico 
‘Tyres: 180-330/13 G80 Utrragrip Rally Special 


J 


GOODZYEAR 


AUTOSPORT. 


-_ to - 
19S/7OHRA3 G80 Uberagrip 6.1043 -180SR-33013 
RallySpecial Rally Rally Mud& Snow G800Uttragrip 


alsouvailable Special Special RallySpecial Rally Speci 


Mintsize 
465/705SR40 
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1657705840 


For further information on these tyres write for a leaflet to: 
Car Tyre Division, Goodyear Tyre & Rubber Co., Wolverhampton. 
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Argentine GP: Stewart set 
to topple Fittipaldi ? 


‘The 1973 Grand Prix season opens this 
Weekend at the Buenos Aires Autodrome 
circuit in Argentina, After the wranglings 
between organisers and competitors which 
have taken place during the past couple of 
‘months and the political uncertainty in Argen- 
tina, all seems to have abated for the 
moment and the World Championship race 
should proceed as usual. There will only be 
8 cars on the grid for the opening round 

the organisers could not afford to take 
any more; an extra plane would have 
been required to transport them. The main 
absentees will be the UOP Shadow team and 
Tecno. Alan Rees said on Monday that. it 
would have cost them €21,000 to send thelr 
two cars and team to South America for the 
Argentine and Brazilian GPs and with thelr 
new and virtually untried cars, they did not 
consider it worthwhile. Shadow were not 
among the 18 cars to which the organisers 
agreed to pay travelling costs. Tecno, of 
course, have not got their new car ready 
yet 

Very few teams have got thelr new cars 
ready for the onening round: in fact the 
majority of the 1973 models will not appear 
until the Spanish GP in May when the new 
safety regulations come into force. 

Undoubted favourite for the race and for 
the Championship this year is Jackie Stewart. 
He proved in the Canadian and American 
GPs at the end of last season that he had 
shaken off the effects of his illness and that 
the Tyrrell 005 had overcome its teething 
problems, when he scored runaway victories. 
He will have 005 again in Argentina when 
he will be hooing to repeat last. year's 
Success. Both 005 and Francols Cevert’s 1972 
006 have been fitted with Inboard front 
brakes again after successful winter testing 
‘The Elf sponsored team have already. been 
to Argentina testing with 003 and the car 
will be on hand as a spare. Cevert will be 
starting his third year with Ken. Tyrrell’s 
team and his second place at Watkins Glen 
in the final race on 1972. should be an 
Indication that he will be close behind his 
team-mate this year. 

The team on which a great deal of 
Interest will be centred will be John Player 
Lotus. With Ronnie Peterson joining the 
reigning World Champion Emerson Fittipaldi 
in the black and gold JPS there Is bound to 
be a great deal of rivalry between the drivers. 
Peterson will be anxious to gain that elusive 
first GP win early on with JPS after his 
many good placings during his three year 
stay at March, while Emerson, who has the 
Paycholovical advantage of being the Cham: 
pion, will want to keep it that way. In 
recent testing with their new tyre suppliers, 
Goodvear. t° ere has been very little to choose 
between the two. 

For Argentina Emerson will have chassis 
07 which was in fact used last year while 
new recruit Ronnie wil have a brand new 
08. The basic design is now entering its 
fourth season and as well as being the most 
reliable car of 1972 it was obviously still 
the most competitive. 

Yardley-McLaren fielded two of the most 
consistent and quick cars last year and for 
the opening rounds will keep the same car 
and driver pairings. In Argentina Denny Hulme 
will have MI9C-1 and Peter Revson MI9A-2, 
but contrary to some speculation there will 
not be a third car for Jody Scheckter. Both 
the McLarens will be in similar form as to 
when they last raced. 

The newest design in Argentina will be 
the Team Surtees TS14As for Mike Hailwood 
and Carlos Pace. The TS14 appeared briefly 
fat the end of last year in the hands of 
John Surtees and Tim Schenken but recently, 
the original TS14 has been tested In “A” 


form by Mike Hailwood and Surtees in South 
‘Africa where it set one of the fastest times 
ever recorded at Kyalami, Im 1683 
There have been a few problems with the 
rear suspension but the Brooke Bond Oxo 
and Banco Portugues do Brasil sponsored 
cars should be a major force this year. Hail- 
wood and Pace both had their first full FI 
seasons in 1972 and showed tremendous 
potential which might be realised in terms of 
Face wins this year. 

Probably for the first time in March's 
short history there will be as few as two 
Bicester products on the grid and for th 
first time since Monaco ‘in 1970 Ronnie 
Peterson will not be sitting in one of them. 
‘The singleton works car will be the ex: 
Niki Lauda 721G driven by new signing Jean- 
Pierre Jarier. The Frenchman's performance 
will be watched very closely as his Fi 
experience is limited to just two outings in 
a 701 at Oulton Park and Monza in 1971 
His performances in testing before Christ. 
mas were enough to persuade the March 
directors that they could place their fi 
In his ability in what will be thelr “ make 
or break” year in Fl 

Mike Beuttler will be having his third FL 
season as a privateer under the Clark 
Mordaunt-Guthrie-Durlacer banner and will 
be driving his last year’s 721G (the original 
F2 based Fl car) which like last year, will 
be looked after by Space Racing. 

‘The Ferrari representation in Argentina 
will almost certainly be two B2s for Jacky 
Tekx and Arturo Merzario, The exciting B3 
which was tested but never raced last season 
Is unlikely ever to see the light of a Grand 
Prix. The B2 has been testing in South 
Africa recently but was not as quick as the 
Surtees or JPS. The English built monocoque 
is not yet ready and unless some extensive 
modifications have been made to the B2 it 
would seem that Ickx will have to wait until 
the beginning of the European season before 
being fully competitive. 

Brabham according to Bernie Ecclestone 
“will be relying on the ability of our 
drivers" rather than new cars for the open. 
ing races. The BT37s have been modified 
for Argentina and have been fitted with the 
deformable structures which becomes manda 
tory at the end of April. They are the first 
of the 1972 cars to be updated in this 
fashion. Other modifications are confined to 
tidying «up the car rather than advancing its 
specification. The drivers will of course be 
Carlos Reutemann and Wilson Fittipaldi. The 
first two GPs will be their respective home 
circuits and both will be expected to do well 
Remember Reutemann being on pole position 
in Argentina last_year with the previously 
much maligned BT34? 

Finally the grid will be made up with 
Marlboro sponsored “cars. BRM are taking 
three P160s with modified V12 engine. The 
three will be P160-01, 03 and 05 which will 
be available for new signing Clay Regazzoni 
(his first GP not in a. Ferrari), Jean-Pierre 
Beltoise and Niki Lauda, Testing times at 
Paul Ricard and Silverstone during the 
winter have been encouraging and it should 
be remembered that Beltoise won the final 
Fi race of 1972 at Brands Hatch last October 
for BRM. 

Possibly for the first time since he entered 
Fl, Frank Williams has got enough Snancial 
support to be able to gin a two car team 
as he would like. Two Iso-Marlboros will 
be on hand for his new team of drivers 
Howden Ganley and Nanni Galli. Ganley 
showed a lot of promise during his two year 
stay at BRM and with a brand new car at 
his disposal could well be the surprise of 
the year. Galli had a frustrating year with 
the Tecno in 1972 and will have a good 


Two of the revised cars which will appear at Buenos Aire 
BT37 (below) which has the soon to be mandatory defo 


opportunity to establish himself with the 
revamped Politoys. Now named an. 1s0- 
Marlboro the only remaining bits of the 
Politoys are the monocoque and fuel bags. 
Incidentally Williams would like to point 
out that he sold. both his Marches to 
Emerson Fittipaldi last October. 

After Sunday's race the cars will be taken 
straight up to Brazil for the second round on. 
February 11 and then onto South Africa, 
‘There will be little in the way of technical 
novelties during these races but drivers and 
teams will be anxious to get points early 
on in case of trouble with the new cars 
which will appear when the European season 
opens. However, the exciting new combin 
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Structure on the side of the monocoque. 


tions of Peterson in JPS, Pace in a Surtees 
and Regazzoni in a BRM will more than 
make up for the lack of new cars. 

On the tyre front Goodyear have got an 
extremely strong line-up which Includes JPS 
and Ferrari for the first time as well as 
Tyrrell and McLaren. Firestone main efforts 
will be concentrated through Surtees and 
BRM and a number of privateers which Is 
their smallest representation for some years, 

‘The race takes place on Sunday after- 
noon and Buenos Aires is about four hours 
behind, so results can be expected around 


9 pm. 
JAN PHILLIPS 
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Oliver drove th The Tony 
Southgate-designed Shadow has very striking 
all-enclosed bodywork (top). The car uses the 
Cosworth DFV engine as a stressed member 
as is customary these days, however, the reat 
Suspension shows new thinking. A wide based 
lower wishbone is used in conjunction with @ 
single ‘upper link and one radius rod. The 
radius rod runs forward from the hub to 
monocoque while the bottom wishbone extends 
rearward from the hub carrier to pivot on @ 
special rear cover on the gearbox (centre) 
Neat front end with conventional suspension 
using fabricated wishbones (above). The dart 
shaped body made by Specialized Mouldings 
used epoxy resin reinforced with carbon fibres. 
The radiators are at the side and the air is 
ducted in and away from them (right). 


The car will not be taken to South America 
but will go to Paul Ricard for testing next 
week by Oliver and George Follmer. 


The roadie (left) and van Rooyen's racer ix on the right. 


that was also hampered by the necessity for 
a high. percentage of locally made parts if 


Basil's flying Firenza 


the race version Instead. of vice-versa, and 
South African regulations such that 


fan engine cannot be over five litres on a 


on road and track a eer cae Sid 


for the racing Camaros in 1969. and which 


By nature South Africans are a very based busin le conversion 10 apparently ‘had noc been built ince 
dependent. type of people, so it ts hardly make i_int Phe quickest racers in Van Rooyen placed a special order for 110 
surprising that when it comes fo motor racing ‘South Africa and, as in Europe, seemed units “which were supplied In order to homo- 
they. go thelr own, way rather than follow that if you wanted ‘0 win races a Capri was logate the race version in its present form, 
the’ trends ‘of faraway Europe or USA. Un- the car to have but for future. versions of the ‘road. car the 
fortunately, ‘the only ‘chance they have Tn “the. face’ of this challenge Basil van more easily available and less expensive 307 
prove thelt ability to the rest of the world yen “looked ‘around fora ‘Capri beater cu in motor will be used. The test car had 
Te during the Springbok Series of races when the beginning of 1970 came up with the 302 unit complete with fourschoke Holley 
the overseas entries. draw the spotlight. tc Vauxhall Viva, chassis, tt was light and carb, special cams etc, which was identical 
the South African circuits, With little but roomy and. influenced by the performances ihe racer according to van Rooyen: 
these five sports car races throughout the of Gerry Marshall in Europe with his, Vaux. So was the rest of the car in most respects 
year it is not surprising that ‘South Africans hall Dealer Team Viva racer it Could obviously which undoubtedly accounts for my first tm: 
itave ‘this ‘class Of racing 10 the oulsiders, be made to go quite well, An Original Viva pressions, Beside the slightly stiffer suspen 
but when comes 10 saloon cars, for which VB prototype was built by Van Rooyen and sion, brakes and the 10 and 14 in Chevron 
there are ‘competitive local championships, With the imerest he created with this car wheels of the race car the street car Is just 
Several. of the South African teams would he later persuaded General Motors to homolo. wit the same, while the changes from the 
have little trouble holding thelr own in world gates VS ina Firenza which had arrived normal Firenza are considerable. 
wide competition, In particular, the General Sm the scene by this time. The spring rates were all increased by 100 
Motors Dealer Team, better known as Basil General “Motor's “no competition ruling per cent and uprated ‘Koni shock absorbers 
van Rooyen's “Little Chev Firenza which was overcome by the formation of a Dealer ited, which combined with 54 in alloy 
made its fantastic debut in this year's series. Team,” dealers who financed the operation wheels and ‘low-profile Dunlop SP73 tyres 
It proved to be both fast and reliable and had towards a mutual benefit. Van Rooyen) joined took care of the handling. Front and rea 
Basil not over-revved the engine at the last Gp" with Mortimer and between them they hub carriers were made bigger to take the 
race, would have taken the manufacturers — YBi,"the Metginal car’ which was” sent tie lead while 1Of in x fin Girting. discs 
title for the series, General Motors, South Africa, for homologs: at the front and the big rear drums off the 
Its racing exploits are already well known — fion, the ‘Sourh African. sporting authorities South African. "Ranger coped with the 
and several European teams have expressed aiiafied that this was being carried out when stopping—normally that is 
fn interest in running one of these cars. Yan Rooyen laid his licence on the line should A_stronger rear axle plus a Borg Warner 
Unknown, however, is the homologated road ye" tail to produce registration details of 100 XB limited slip diff took care of the ex 
version of this car—the Chevrolet Firenza Cars by the required date Power which was transmitted via a” spec 
‘CanAm 302—on which I was fortunate enough From a standard South African 2.5-litre lightweight close ratio Muncie alloy gearbox 
to carry out the first road test. My “road 4-cylinder Firenza van Rooyen and Mortimer used on the Corvette, while the prop shaft 
test” started around the circuit at Pieter. took on the mammoth task of building a was also suitably stronger, of course. The 
maritzburg following a few laps as passenger competitive racer in less than a year, a task use of an alloy box, the alloy inlet manifold 


inthe race version. This was probably the 
best way to start, for It was the only chance 
Thad to safely ‘use all the car's fantastic 
handling and power which combined with a 
close-ratio box made K feel just like a racer 
and a far cry from a road car—which it was. 

"These several laps were in the very first 
road car which bad been bought by Basil's 
associate Geoff Mortimer, he and van Rooyen 
being the brains behind the whole operation 
which had started less than a year before 
and resulted in the race car plus this first 
foad version of which the 99 remaining cars 
Yet to appear have long since been sold 


Why 0 V8 Firanza? 
The story that led up to the development 
of this car is an interesting one. After van 
Rooyen campaigned a Ford Mustang and an 
‘Alfa in the South African saloon car cham- 
Dionship | races another ingenious South 
African called Basil Greene arrived on the 
scene with his Perana V8—a Mustang-engined 
Capri which had been selling like hot cakes 
as a street car from Greene's Johannesburg. 


If those two fingers mean second gear, van Rooyen is travelling in excess of 90 mph 
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on the engine plus a homologated fibreglass let ‘Firenza was its wide high torque range peed, a couple of iodine tamps soon curing 
boot and bonnet lid were all substantial giving fabulow: fant acceleration that the fault, 
Weight savers and instrumental in the fac: wed 10 pass several cars before th T found Gal Pas somvelicains east to pent 


that the V8 is not a great deal heavier than shortest of gaps between oncoming cars had while Wee taj uhangt> needed! iam 
the normal Firenza—a matter of afew pounds, closed. From 100-170 kp! archi d pier calles’ for abe fall 

‘A’ specially built radiator and a Flexolite without shifting from . i the Be-saan) sitter, bac ail the ven OF aie 
fan copes with the additional cooling problem 60-180. kph Be te Wor sand Tall the kare. Owe, 


most of the time although heavy traffic and figures were pite the fac box were quick and precise. Reverse was 


Graces Tigh propSrica ° pie 
Ria't based my opinions on this car purely ka. 138 3 pap GY 
search of an open road—which fortunately ‘With the tyre trouble I had to eas especially at the modest £2,750 to £3,000 they 
you could lose your licence or have a men’ around 13 mpg, although I am sure this could @ week to work out my frustrations which 
breakdown in a few weeks. be eased up to a little over 20 mpg if one Come from a car like this when mixed amongst 
Outwardly, the car looks fairly tame with equleed' of renscuaite — and did) not the everyday machines. As a road/race car, it 
arly the lack-rnot very well nisnegrelans. te, Hint Path tcsaiegin ine nar taey,_ would be Dertect 
fibre Bennet on the white car plus ayWik were needless to say pretty useless at high JEFF_ HUTCHINSON 
Preise ayer lee cossner ation tn tee s 
ed ett hee boon slomesed Sofote the. rer 
Toit k lcks nod wore ais poe tes 


& normal Firenza that is until you blip the 
throttle and the guy In the next car wonders 
where the noise comes from and why your 
ear keeps rolling to the right. Inwardly the 
fear also looks tame, comfortable bucket seats 
from the Opel GT’ adding a racey look to 
the cockpit (as well as essential side support) 
while the big Herst shifter is the only give- 
‘away to what's under the bonnet. 

‘Of course, any doubts are confirmed when 
the lights change, or rather one second later 
for after an initial lag while you get the 
clutch home without tyre spin and bags of 
Fevs because of a ridiculously high first gear, 
the motor picks up and is away to 118" kph 
if you like to change gear at maximum revs. 
Already your doing not far short of 70 mph, 
England and South Africa's dreaded limie and 
you are not even out of first gear. One can 
Almost Imagine the court scene "honest your 
honour T'was still in first gear.” 

‘This is my only real criticism of the car 
for in traffic it becomes very tiresome dipping 
the clutch at slow speeds and a great deal 
of care has to be taken with the take off for 
it would be easy to burn out both the clutch 
and tyres If one was not careful. Once on 
the open road the car comes into its own 
fand by using the recalibrated rev-counter to 
maximum 6400 rpm the speed shot round to 
155 kph In second gear and 195 kph in third 
before disappearing off the clock’ in fourth ieine department. 
gear which according to the rev-counter would 
five around 240 kph, which Is something 
like 150 mph. 

Here I ran into my first problem, for after 
screwing myself up to press the loud pedal 
flat for several long minutes on one. fast 
Straight section of road my mind blowing 
experience and dreams of a garland round 
my neck were shattered by ‘a loud clunk 
from the rear of the car. Nothing in the 
mirror behind—momentary iift and flat again, 
ail seemed well but then again a really loud 
clunk followed by several more. Suddenly 
the car also started to vibrate a lot, so 1 
tapped off and slowed to a safe speed and 
threw the car around to check if everything 
was still attached. Everything seemed OK so 
I eased the speed up and after 140 kph it 
started again, only this time I caught on 
when I saw something bouncing behind. It 

asa lump of black rubber and when I 
jopped the car to check the tyres I found 
the inside tread of the rears had started to 
chunk. I later found out they were only rated 
to 120 mph. 

Before this untimely end to the high speed 
part of the test I had deduced several things 
like the car was very, very fast, and even at 
120 mph plus the wind and engine noise were 
both acceptable, while high speed stability 
was excellent and it was not until afver 
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The road car can be distinguished by a rear wing and the Chevrolet engine badge. 


deliberately over taxed the brakes, but it 
was not until the third or fourth’ time of 
heavy braking that they started to fade while 
for normal driving they were first class. 

‘The most fabulous thing about the Chevro- 
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make a date with DAZSUM Bluebird 


the | EXTRA special car at the 


MEDWAYEEM OF ORBEGROUF 


TheseNOEXTRA-COST'EXTRAS’! Handsome, distinctive styling, superb 
with the 160B SGXL road-holding, advanced safety features, 
you get power and sheer performance are 
Tinted Safety Glass making the Bluebirds soar 


Reclining Seats But there are extra reasons too why the 
Electric Clock Bluebird range is today’s specially a0 buy: 


Factory applied underbody - 
protection These no extra-cost EXTRAS'I%: 


Radial Tyres 

Steering Lock 

Petrol Locking Cap 
Two-speed Wipers 
Electric Screen Washers 
Twin Reversing Lamps 
Cigarette Lighter 

Wing Mirrors 

4-way Hazard Flashers etc. 
FOR THE PRICE OF ONLY 


* £1,259 


pete ee 
With the 180B SGXLS 
you get all the above 
extras plus these: 

Head Rests 

5 Push Button Radio 

Electric Heated Rear Window 
Luxury Interior etc. 

FOR THE PRICE OF ONLY 


~* £1,389 


a 
The Bluebird 1808 SSS 
A sporty twin- 
carburettor for the 
connoisseur! It’s a 2- 
door fixed head coupe 
with an exciting 
dashboard layout 

An exceptional car 
with exceptionally high 
performance. All the 
extras listed for the 
other 2 Bluebird 
models, plus a wood 
rimmed wheel are 
included 


LATE EXTRA k* Come any te 
Special concession to | AASeANAN sites 
DATSUN BUYERS open from 9am-8pm 


seven days a week 
V5 Z merosir THE FULL DATSUN RANGE 
REPAYABLE OVER 48 MONTHS ISON SHOW 


Check out the safety features. 

Ask any questions you like. Thoroughly 
‘examine the Bluebirds — 

they're used to close scrutiny, they all pass 

the most stringent examinations! 


The 160B SGXL is all yours for just under 


E[2SOO vevosi andiess than $5 EB Whe 
makeadate with AT SUM at 


* £1,498 nMEDUWAY 
| ik 
Sree sree te MOTOR GROUP 
festedine poe Get the fee off Tryout MAIN DEALERS- SALES- SERVICE- SPARES 


afew of those extras. 
LADY MARGARET RD., SOUTHALL MIDDX. 588-598 GREENFORD RD., GREENFORD. 
Tel: John Lineham at 01-578 4407 


Tel: Alan Keefe at 01-578 2244 


Fitted free to all Datsun buyers who produce this advertisement when ordering 


STOP PRESS!! 8-TRACK STEREO UNIT 
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Ship Service Station 


Main Dealer in Kent 
for all 


DATSUN Models 


Immediate delivery 
Open 7 days a week 
Tel.: Canterbury 710431 


A. F. TANN LTD. 


GREEN LANE, 
WORCESTER PARK, 
‘SURREY. 

ALSO AT LANGLEY GARAGE, 
681 LONDON ROAD, 
NORTH CHEAM. 

TEL : 01-337 0113/6 


All DATSUNS for immediate delivery 
Choice of colours 
Come and try the amazing DATSUN 1808 SSS COUPE 


G. W. SALTER MOTORS 
281 BANBURY ROAD 
OXFORD 


Datsun Dealers for 
Oxfordshire 


Telephone: Oxford 54521 


LULWORTH GARAGE 
EAST LULWORTH 
Nr. WAREHAM 
DORSET 
Datsun in Dorset 


Tel. West Lulworth 283 


GODSDONS LTD. 


5 BRIGHTON ROAD, 
SOUTHGATE, 
CRAWLEY, SUSSEX 


DATSUN MAIN DEALERS 


Over 60 new vehicles in stock 
Tel: CRAWLEY 22396/7/8 
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eS || 
PIHLENS OF CHELTENHAM 
Pan 


MAIN DEALERS 
ed 
PIHLENS MOTORS 
60-66 Fairview Road, 
Cheltenham, 
Glos. 


Tel: 53880/28442. 


DATSUN 


MAIN DEALERS 
EXCLUSIVELY DATSUN IN SUSSEX 


Demonstration cars always available 


BISHOPS 
GARAGES 


1& 2 York Hill. London Road. | Heston House, Royal George Rd., 
Brighton 63421 Burgess Hill 6454 


HILL TOP GARAGE 


excuse DATSUN wan oes 


Immediate or early delivery of most models. Test drives 


by appointment. Large stocks of parts available. 


LANCASHIRE HILL, STOCKPORT 
Tel.: 061-480 4423 
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Road test/John Bolster 


To the motoring enthusiast, the name of 
Datsun means the 240 Z, a potent 125 mph 
sports car, Of course, this very large Japanese 
firm has a wide range of models, some of 
them far from sporting, but the subject of 
this test Is an attractive coupé which, by 
greater accommodation and lower 
perhaps of more general interest 
fe famous six-cylinder. The 180 B SSS, 
though very elaborately equipped, is highly 
competitive both In price and performance 
With its European rivals in the 2-litre class 
The car is @ coupé of pleasing appearance, 
with more space for the rear passengers than 
Is usual, though the head-room may be a bit 
marginal for tall people, and the luggage 
‘apackyy Is generous. The rear windows wind 


On the road, the Datsun handles well whether the route be wet or dry 


Datsun 180B SSS —A well 


equipped 2 litre competitor 


down, there Is a fine display of separate 
instruments, and such things as the radio and 
heated rear window are standard equipment 

The wheelbase is the same as that of the 
4-door saloon, but the S-bearing engine has 
{compression raised by one ratio in the 
SSS, while the twin-choke Hitachi carburette 
gives place to two horizontal SU instruments. 
The slightly oversquare four-cylinder unit of 
1770 cc, with a single chain-driven overhead 
camshaft, has @ gross output of 115 bhp. The 
‘-speed synchromesh gearbox drives a chassis 
mounted hypold differential unit, operating 
the rear wheels which are independently 
sprung on. sem(-trailing arms. In front 
MacPherson suspension geometry has been 
chosen, the steering being by a recirculating 
ball. gear 

‘The Datsun starts instantly on the coldest 
morning and will pull hard at once without 
any fiat spot, assuming a gradual release 
of the mixture control. ‘The driving position 
Is excellent and the seat particularly com- 
fortable, but the adjustment is insufficient for 
fa really tall driver. One sits well down in the 
car and the interior has a luxurious look and 
feel about it, Perhaps a very short driver 
might like an extra custion. 

Quite flexible for four-cylinder, the en 
gine has plenty of torque for acceleration, 
though it does Its best work at reasonably 
high revs. A. genuine 100 mph is easily 
reached and can be held for long distances 
Without distress, the high gearing preventing 
peak revs from being reached in top gear. 
maximum of 105 mph comes up eventually 
ith the speedometer claiming 112 mph of 
so, still at only 5800 rpm. 

‘At these speeds, ‘the SSS is no noisier 
than other four-cylinder but used 
4000 rpm in the gears when taking the 
performance figures, the unit then becoming 
Very noisy with a good deal of booming 
from the body panels. Actually, this is quite 
sensible engineering, for so many cars go 
through a body boom period right in the 
middle of the range, too often at the best 
Cruising speed in top gear. The gearchange 
is very. pleasant and may be used with con: 
siderable rapidity when required. The clutch 
is exceptional, being very smooth and gentle 
for manoeuvring yet biting decisively for 
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snatched changes. The acceleration times are 


creditable, especially having regard to the 
fairly substantial weight of this sturdy, well 
equipped « 


On the road, the Datsun handles well 
whether the route be wet or dry, with a 
moderate degree of understeer; the adhesion 
f the rear tyres on bumpy corners Is praise. 
worthy. On broken surfaces, the ride is rather 

mfortable than one expects of anal: 
independent suspension system, but most of 
us would forgive this in view of the safe 
handling. On more normal highways, the rid: 
ing comfort leaves nothing to be desired. The 
brakes are perfectly adequate for normal driv. 
ing bur are not so. impressive when used 
really hard. Then, occasional locking of one 


On normal highway’ 


front wheel may be experienced and the 
pedal pressure can be a bit high for an 
emergency stop. As the discs and drums are 
of ample size, with split hydraulic clrcults 
fand a servo, it can be only a question of pad 
material. The hand brake is very effective 
nd will hold the car easily on a steep 
gradient 

It is curious that early independent rear 
suspension systems nearly always suffered 
from notsy final drive gears. Nowadays, de: 
velopment has gone a full circle and while 
many live axles whine piteously, the chassis- 
mounted hypoids of Independent rear ends 
fare much less audible, The Datsun is an 
excellent example of this ¢rend and I never 
heard 2 sound from the differential housing. 
The level of road noise is low, and wind 
noise was only evident as an’ occasional 
whistle from the driver's window. 

‘The heating works well and soon thawed 
the feet of a frozen rond-test driver. There 
is also a considerable volume of cold breath: 
ing air which can be controlled as required— 
at last air ducts of adequate capacity are 
appearing on the new cars. The four head: 


the riding comfort leaves nothing to be desired 


~ 
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lamps. give a splendid carpet of white light 
and the dipped beam is also effective, but 
nobody ever flashed at me, so T presume that 
there was a complete absence of dazzle as our 
fellow roadfarers are not backward in indicat- 
ing their displeasure. 

‘With a high compression ratio and twin 
constant-vacuum carburetters, the engine has 
two of the basic requirements of fuel economy 
and its thirst remains moderate, even when 
the car, is driven, at speeds not far short of 

s maximum. It is not one of those coupés 
with rear seats for dogs or children only 
but a practical four-seater with plenty of 
luggage space, though the boot lid is not 

‘Some Japanese cars have failed to appeal 
in England because they struck a new note 
in a rather conservative marke:. Datsun have 
taken the opposite view and have Iaunched 
a new model in just about the most com 
petitive class they could have chosen, The 
Gemand is there and the price is right, if 
You consider the number of “extras” that 
Bre fitted as standard to the SSS. By de- 
Iiberately taking on Europe's best, Datsun 
have precipitated a head-on collision, which 
at least. proves their confidence In their 
product 

‘The Datsun 180 B SSS in a sporting car 
which is nevertheless entirely practical when 
regarded as everyday transport for a family 
ft costs a little more than the four-door 
saloon but it has looks that attract attention 
and an exra 10 bhp to step up the perform: 
ance, It Is a formidable competitor, both for 
our own products and for the rest of the 
Marche ‘communi with a little less noise at 
high revs, It would be an. absolute winner. 
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The level of road noise is low, and wind noise was only evident as an occasional whistle. 


Chain driven overhead camshaft engine deliv 


1 115 bhp (below). 


CA) Ashfield 


Ashfield Garage, Scalpcliffe Road, 
Burton upon Trent, Staffordshire. 
Tel: STD 0283 66677. 


Main Staffordshire Dealer 
for all makes of 


DATSUN 


A complete range of 


at 
Old Woking Service 
Station Ltd. 
high Street 
Old Woking 
Surrep 


Cel. Woking 61725/64002 


CLASSIC 
CAR 


SUPPLIERS OF 
TUNING KITS 
for the 


DATSUN 


CHERRY 


CRAGSIDE 
GARAGE 


Contact us for your 


NEW DATSUN 
SSS 180 


Claremont Road, 
Whitley Bay, 
Northumberland 
Tel.: Whitley Bay 23347 


Jolly good show 


As Iwas in 1971, and no doubt as I will be 
in 1975, 1 was extremely impressed with the 
Racing ‘Car Show at Olympia. Amid all the 
controversies between motor racing organisers, 
Sponsors, drivers and owners, it was a real 
Pleasure to see such an efficiently organised 
and highly entertaining show. Not only was 
there a feast of national and international 
racing cars on show, but there were exhilarat- 
side shows, such as the racing car simu- 
lator, the Rothman’s Golden Shot competition 
and ‘the “fast draw” contest. Then there 
were the Castrol films that certainly cannot 
fo unmentioned ; they were of an extremely 
catering for every type of racing 


Pechaps a lot of people fail to realise that 
the show caters for members of the general 
Public as well as the thoroughbred racing. 
enthusiast, My only regret on coming away 
from the ‘show was thar I would have to 
wait another two years until I could see it 
again. Surely this is one show. that is so 
highly successful and entertaining that it 
warrants becoming an annual event? It does 
Britain and her motor racing proud, so why 
not make the most of it? If the Boat Show 
can do it, the Racing Car Show certainly can, 
Limesrieio, Surrey. MaLcots Dunbar. 


Quality counts 


T've been watching the growing controversy 
over Formula | with increasing irritation and 
now feel competed to join in. 

So Grand Prix racing is "doomed," the 
press tells us. Really? With Ferrari, BRM, 
Tecno, Lotus, Surtees, Shadow, McLaren, 
Brabham, March, Williams and ‘Tyrrell ali 
actively in it and others queueing up to join, 
it doesn't look like that tom 

“But Grand Prix racing doesn’t pay.” we 
hear them howl. No, it never has and it prob- 
ably never will, One might even say it was 
never meant 10, directly at least. In those 
golden days they always talk about, I'm sure 
Met edes-Benz, Auto-Union, Aifa-Romeo 
weren't thinking of nice, quick profits. And 
nor, I suspect, were Ferrari, Lancia, Alfa and 
Mercedes again, Ferrari, BRM and Vanwall 
after the war. They raced for long-term 

efits and company and 

That frightfully. unfashion- 
attitude, “ patriotism,” in fact. 

"Ok, but’ modern Grand Prix cars all 
look alike.” No, they don't! Not to my eyes at 

‘And I'd even go further —I think they 
@ darned sight more interesting than 
those ‘plain, wheeled sausages of yesteryear 
I like fat tyres, spacemen drivers, aerofolls 
and all! 

"So, if there's nothing wrong, why all the 
fuss?" Good point. 1 suggest that the 
money squabbles result from too many people 
being in the game for the wrong reason. Too 
many kit cars. A true Grand Prix constructor, 
In my view, does not buy his engine and 
gearbox from a speed shop but designs and 
constructs the whole machine himself. He 
knows this will cost him a fortune but hopes 
he'll get the money back in other ways. The 
inter-firm technical rivalry stimulates. public 
interest in the sport and puts details like 
tyre compounds into their true perspective. 
Not so the kit car man, He wants to race for 
little as possible, and T suppose you can't 
blame him. He's made his car for much less 
(because he hasn't had to develop its two 
main components), but his resources are more 
limited and he needs the ready cash more 
quickly. So he gangs himself into a union 
with his kit car pals and, hey presto, trouble! 

“Then, what's the solution?” ‘The true 
makes must start beating the kit cars more 


coyial 


regularly. They must show other large firms, 
including Ford, that you can only gain inter 
national prestige by beating powerful rivals 
On a technical blow-for-blow basis. The kit 
car must be seen not to be good enough. If 
Grand. Prix. racing is to regain the public 
following you tell us it Fas lost, then we must 
return to genuine Grand Prix cars 

One final thought. Isn't there far too much 
racing these days? Hasn't it lost its rarity 
big occasion appeal? Would anybody watch 
tennis if Wimbledon went on all the year 
round? It’s happened in football, apparently 
and now they're going to do something about 
it. Must we make the same mistakes in motor 
sport? 
Byrieer, Summey 


Modsports 
sort-out 


‘Oh, no! I see that once again the modsports 
class has been altered (AUTosroRT, January 
11). Annually there is some sort of change 
for modsports drivers, tuners and entrants to 
endure. If it's not the name, which has had 
endless changes, it's the engine size or chassis 
restrictions or eligibility of cars 

Now will someone please expl 
what the latest statement means? I quote, 

‘Significant additions to the regulations are 
that the cylinder head and block of the engine 
must be the same cubic capacity En? 

With Gl and G3 regulations for saloons 
and. sportscars being relatively similar, why 
‘not special saloon and modsports reas being 
Similar? What's so special about sports car 
that they cannot have the same degree of 
timing, both engine and chassis, wise, that 
saloons are allowed ? 

Please will someone soon sort out modsports 
once and for all—and give the entrants, drivers 
‘and us tuners a reasonable length of time to 
develop cars and equipment without fear of 
both being redundant as soon as we have 
done them. ‘Atan J. Goopwix, 
Brientey Hi, Aldon Automouve 


Davi Stevens. 


Protest at pop 


it was disappointing to learn from your 
editorial of January 11 that you envisage a 
possible return to the “good” old Radio 
London days. Looking through dusty photo- 
graph albums, I have discovered a pictorial 
Fecord of the Radio London Trophy Meeting 
organised at Brands by the London MC on 
June 19, 1966. The racing itself was excellent 
Sid Taylor brought the Lola 70, one Gerry 
Marshall the Barnet Motor Company TVR, 
and 1 do recall some splendid F3 dicing 
between Peter Gethin and the late Chris 
Lambert. 

But there, alas, the happy memories of 
that day must end for I also remember the 
unruly crowds and the sometimes futile 
attempts to control them, Was this not the 
day when the RAC steward actually postponed 
the start of one race because hundreds of 
“‘popsters” had chosen to mob the Walker 
Brothers on a full grid? It was not very good 
for the image of motor racing 61 years ago; 
1 shudder to think of what it would do to the 
sport now. With higher speeds and a more 
Professional approach, racing cannot afford 
Such mistakes again. 

‘However, I do agree that, at the moment, 
motor racing is in the doldrums and, moreover, 
that the prime cause is money. But, if a little 
common sense were to prevail on both sides 
the problem could be solved relatively simply. 
Surely the drivers must have realised by now 
that they themselves are helping to price 
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motor sport out of existence. As a result, the 
crowds (2) will mot pay grossly. inflated 
circuit charges and I must admit that T don't 
blame them. But if they watch racing on @ 
regular basis why don’t they invest in a 
season ticket? An entire season's. spectating 
can be purchased for the same price as 
‘admittance to four or five Grand Prix meet- 
ings. 

So, perhaps [am a purist but at 27 1 am 
ceriainly not a member of the Brooklands set 
and I do feel that a return to the “pop days 
Would be a retrograde step, Doubtless, organ- 
Isers will think otherwise but this would 
prove that money is held in higher esteem 
than the quality of the racing and I do not 
relish the thought of that fareful day, 
Curumsrono, Essex. JOHN C, GoooMan. 


Since 1 am unashamedly a fan of Tony Brise, 
F feel I must reply to the distorted point of 
view expressed in the letter of C. F. Good 
(Correspendence, January 11) of Tony's 
achievements last season 

First. the fact that he did tittle at the 
beginning of the season was common to all 
Brabham owners who received thelr cars too 
late for testing and thereafter wished they 
had never received them in the first. place. 
Despite this handicap Tony was the only 
driver to win a major Formula 3 race in a 
Brabham BT38. Late in the season, he wisely 
changed to a car which would be equal to 
his driving talents—a GRD. In the last 10 
races of the season he never finished lower 
than third place while Colin Vandervell 
scratched to be in the first six place 

Tony has rightly been hailed bot 
Avtonrons, and. Competition Car a 
only to Roger Williamson this year and it 
must be obvious to anyone who has thelr 
eyes open that he is England's next best 
World Championship hope. 1 also feel that 
criticism of Jacques Coulon's driving is 
unjustified, for im such an outdated car as 
4 Martini, he has progressed to a point now 
where he can challenge the sophistication of 
Alpine-Renault 

In conclusion, 1 must say that any rating 
of a driver's ability cannot depend on his 
position in any one championship, Unless 
Mr Good knows the facts or can read between 
the lines, I suggest he would do better to 
leave these comments to the excellent 
journalism of lan Phillips. 
MANCHESTER 


D. Wetts. 


Group 1 is becoming more and more popular. 
We, the undersigned, hope that this letter 
may prompt other Group 1 drivers/entrants 
to voice their opinions. 

We were all on the excellent Tour of Dean 
and were disappointed that there was no 
Group 1 class, as on the last National, the 
Dukeries. There tend to be 20 or so such 
cars on these events, thus more than justify: 
ing a class prize. If present trends continue 
there will be an increase in Group 1 entrants. 

‘We hope that future event organisers will 
take note of this increase and include a Group 

lass in their event: 


C. Evesox, 
Langrop_ Engineering, 
R. LaNcrono, 
Langrop Engineering, 
G. Leetey, 

Derby Road Garage, 
Miss V. Lasment, 


Bansury, Oxon ‘Horsmans Ltd: 


The editor is not bound to agree with opinions expressed by reader: 
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DATSUN MAIN DEALERS 
CAMBRIDGE & DISTRICT 
eee 


DATSUN 
H. GLOVER & SON 


Chettisham Garage, 
Lynn Road, Ely, Cambs. 
Tel: Ely (0353) 2762. 


Most models for immediate or early delivery 


Park Motors for 


DATSUN 


Call today for a demonstration 
of the fabulous 180B SSS Coupe 


All colours in stock for immediate 


delivery. 


Park Motors (Liverpool) Ltd. 
144-156, Prescot Road, 


Liverpool 7 
Tel.: 051-228 2244 


Datsuns in Surrey 


BUCKLANDS GARAGE 


Most models for immediate delivery. Phone 
now for details of our special money-saving 
offer. 

Bucklands Garage, 

By-pass road A25, 

Betchfield, Surrey. 

Tel: Betchfield 3595/6. 


DOWN-TO-EARTH 
PRICES ! 
ae NOW and 
SAVE ££E 


E. & T. MOTORS 100% Datsun Centre give 
you sales, service and spares facilities which 
are without equal in London. 


17 models to choose from—from the 100A at £884 
to the 240Z at £2,398. 


E. & T. MOTORS LTD. 


645/661 High Road, Leytonstone, E11 
Tel: 01-539 8282/3/4 


Dowland Service Station 
All Datsun models available 
Contact us and discuss your requirements 


123 Brighton Road, Worthing 
Sussex 


Tel.: 0903-37487 


MARTINS OF SOUTHAM 
Your first choice for Datsun 


Telephone us for a trial drive : 


092-6812181 


Oxford Street Garage, 
Southam, 
Warks. 
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First "73 autocross 


Shenstone & District CC organised the year's 
first autocross last weekend, an event which 
would never have taken place at all but for 
heroic work in a blizzard the day before 
when marsha's tid out the course at Gains 
borough Hill Farm near Brownhills, Staffs. 

in fact vin early practice it would have 
been better to call the event a snowmo- 
cross" for the packed and frozen snow gave 
those competitors on standard tyres plenty 
to think aboug while those running on. town 
and country rubber fared little _ better. 
Eventually the course cut up to produce 
mud and slush and most people enjoyed 
the experience despite the near freezing 
conditions, 


Lyall fastest 


Fastest time of day went to Rob Lyall in 
his faithful Grotbox Special who was the 
only driver to break the Im 20s barrier. 
Lyall, who confessed he had not touched 
his special “for several months and it took 
fan hour to get the thing to fire when we 


arrived,” set BTD on both runs. He opened 
with a 1 m 23.5 5, nearly five seconds 
quicker than Geoff " Silvester’s hot 998 
Cooper. ter reduced the target to 1 m 
23.88 on the second runs when the course 


began to harden up prior to freezing, but 
Lyall blasted round in 1m 19.8 5 to clinch 
matters with the final run of the day. 

‘The combined FEFWD and the RERWD 
class saw seven Minis take on three Imps 
fand an Austin 1800. The star was undoubtedly 


the 1800 of Paul Allaway who led the 
class handsomely after the first runs by 
nearly eight seconds. He was hauled in by 
David Cutler's Imp on the second tours 
who produced a 1m 44 s to take the class 
by 1.8 s with Reg Fitt’s Cooper third. 

‘There was another mild surprise in the 
class for other saloons on standard tyres 
where the Viva GT of Peter Whale found 
tremendous grip to win the class by three 
and a half seconds. Whale beat off a chal- 
Tenge from Mexicos, Cortinas and an RS 1600 
to win with a Ume of | m 54 = from 
Richard Ross (Escort GT) and Mike Wyatt's 
RS. 

Dudley Stock had a fine win with his 
MGB GT in the sports car class. He re- 
turned 1 m 53.4 s to trail by nearly 1] seconds 
on the first run behind Robert Grounds 
Midget, but he clipped his time to 1 m 48 s 
subsequently and. Grounds, who also im- 
proved. had to be content’ with second on 
1m 505 3, 

Specials, ‘non-production sport 
everyone else running on To 
were lumped into the Ia . George 
Warren, the Welsh champion, brought along 
his 1700 Escort and was expected to blast 
off most of the opposition. However, he 
found life dificult and after being among 
the also rans on the first tour, he struck 
form late in the day to take’ second to 
Silvester and just may to pip Nick 

ini 863 for second place, 


Lol Hurt wins — 
on home ground 


Sheffield maestro Lol Hurt, crewed by Lou 
Lait and driving his familiar BMC Speci 
won his Sheffield & Hallamshire MC's Harrison 
Trophy Trial, held at Dronfield on January 14. 
A commendable entry of 22 trials cars took 
part, notable Midlands absentees being Messrs 
Warr and Evans, whose cars were quarantined 
with the pig fever. The day was fine and 
bright, after early mist and drizzle, and Tony 
Stevenson had laid some challenging hills on 
the wooded slopes, Ivor Portlock started in fine 
style, and by linch was leading with 32, 
from’ Ralph Needham and Richard Alien 
on 45, with Hurt trailing on 48. Newcomers 
Allen, and Jeremy Julian Fack were showing 
Some’ of the old hands the way up, much 
to the delight of the fair sized crowd. Retire- 
ments included Keith Butterfield (diff) and 
Reg Allen (puncture). Whatever Lol ate for 
lunch certainly aided his vertical progress, for 
he took 11 marks off Portlock on the next 
& hills, and eventually ran out a clear winner, 
with “Allen just pipping Needham's vintage 
Cannon for third 'spet. Future road scheme: 
threaten this useful venue, which would be 
sad blow to its many followers in South 
Yorkshire. 


Meagre entry 


With weather conditions dry “but cold 


the 173 MC organised their annual 
Winter Autotest’s at the Longport Car 
Park, Canterbury. This year only. 12  com- 
petitors started test 1. Alan Jewiss' 850 Mini 


which established BTD last year, set the pace 
with a very quick 45.5, while on test 2, 
Brenda Russell, driving her husband's ex-John 
Rhodes Opel ‘Ascona, demolished the front 
number plate ‘as weil asthe pylon. Hugh 
Wyllie (850 Mini), who had made & poor start 
pulled back some time on test 3, while Alan 
Jowiss was fastest with 372 s on test 4. 
The final test required competitors to drive 
forward into an enlarged garage, turn in 
and emerge still driving forwar: 
ultimately BTD went to Alan Jewiss from 
Hugh Wyllie’s 850 Mini with Mike Humphrey's 
‘Austin 1100 third. John Welch's Ford 1600E 
took the rear wheel drive class 


Warco — tyres count 


The seventh of January was a date awaited 
with intense interest by the entire sporting 
trials world. Not only is the Warco Cup 
Amongst the best tria’s in the calendar, but 
upon this occasion the new tyre regulations 
were brought into force. With the current 
M & S patterns ineligible drivers were faced 
for the first time with the prospect of com- 
peting upon road pattern radials, the choice 
lying primarily between the Semperit M401 
pattern and the equivalent Michelin pattern, 
the edges of both makes bearing sharp corn- 
ers which are essential if traction Is to be 
assured, 

‘With no less than 32 starters the Peter- 
borough MC had attracted one of the best 
fields for several weeks to complete for both 
Semperit/BTRDA and RAC Championship 
points. Although wet the hilly ground was by 
no means waterlogged, the sandy _ soil 
draining surplus water away. By dint of some 
Intelligent use of the wooded bowl in which 
the trial was held 16 sections had been laid 
‘out without recourse to "driving test” type 
hills. These were to be tackled twice during 
the course of the day. Sending three competi- 
tors to each hill the Club ensured that, as far 
4s possible, drivers were given” equal 
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opportunities of breaking fresh ground or 
enjoying the benefits of utilising their rivals’ 
tracks, depending upon their outlook. 

By lunch time the clear leader was Gordon 
Jackson in the Ibex who had failed to clean 
only two sections to record a total of 10 
penalties. Ivor Portlock, finding both the 
Dryad and Semperits much to his liking held 
@ tenuous second place 11 points in arrears 
Of the leader but only two clear of Jack 
Pearce (Kincraft), the first three entrusting 
traction to the Sponsors’ wares. In fourth 
spot Mike Smallwood with 25 had been driv- 
ing well, despite an involuntary stop to change 
the ball joint on the apex of the “A” frame. 
The rear shock absorbers were completely. 
ruined and neither this nor the choice of 
two right footed wellington boots in the rush 
to ready himself for the trial seemed to affect 
his driving. Lol Hurt, Bill Evans and Bill 
Warr occupied the next three places, the latter 
having finally persuaded the latest Bilbo to 
behave itself with the rudimentary turbocharg- 
Ing now fitted. In difficulties at this point 
were David Moore whose offside fiddle brake 
was operated by a Mole grip following some 
over exuberent heaving to pivot round a 
tree, and John Dibble whose similar Cannoa 


was suffering from a faulty coil, 

Little major modification was found neces- 
sary on the second round, some hills being 
tightened and one run in a reverse direction 
in an endeavour to catch the unwary. Clearly 
the leading Semperit shod trio were out to 
maintain their advantage and although Jack- 
son was destined to lose 19 points during 
the afternoon round his morning advantage 
‘was enough to keep him clear of his advers 
les. Best of the afternoon scores was the 14 
of Lol Hurt (BMC Special) with Ivor Portlock 
on 15 managing to close the gap between him- 
self and the Ibex to a niggardly seven points. 
Pearce was by no means at his best and had 
to be content with third place with a total 
score of 43 to his detriment, although 
‘comfortably clear of Hart's 50. 

Mike Smallwood failed to maintain his 
morning ‘standard and slipped into seventh 
spot behind Bill Evans. The reverse was the 
case with Robin Jager who picked up half 

dozen places in the afternoon to finish 
in 12th position and by so doing secured the 
P.M.C. Members award. The only two retire- 
ments of the day were due to transmission 
failure and involved Brian Walsh and Ken 
Butterfield, bath driving Cannons. 


GEOFF HERRINGTON 


Exeter Trial 


— Sidmouth finish 
for the 46th running 
of this famous event 


Traditionally during the first week of every 
new year the Motor Cycling Club promoted 
their 330 mile Exeter Trial. This year was 
the 46th such event and differed from recent 
trials in the choice of finish. The same three 
start controls of Kenilworth, London and 
Lewdown on the Cornish/Devon border, were 
used, but this year’s Exeter finished at 
‘Sidmouth in Devon, instead of Weymouth, 
Dorset. This change, together with the Intro- 
duction of three new Observed Sections was 


the resulting variety in-the route was wel- 
comed by most of the competitors. 

‘A total entry of 183 cars ranging from Sue 
Halkyard’s 750 ce Austin 7 to the all powerful 
Works prepared Morgan Plus 8s started from 
their various start controls in the late hours 
of Friday the Sth or in the early hours of 
Saturday 6th of January. Many competitors 

the Kenilworth control were eagerly await- 
ing the arrival of the trials prepared Clan 
Crusader of 3 


it would have been interesting to see how 
the very rough sections seen 
Je trials. However, the vehicle was 
not quite fully prepared and Mike turned up in 
his "well known Skoda and completed 
a successful trial to win one of the Motor 
Cycling ‘Club's coveted Triple Awards 
‘The weather during the night runs was 
extremely mild for the time of the year, 
although some fog prevailed. All drivers were 
required to sign the signature sheet at the 
Yeovilton Cafe, the converging control for 
the various starts, and then proceed for 
breakfast to the Countess Weare Motel in 
Exeter where cars started arriving from 6.15 
fam, Just before 8 am the first car left 
Exeter and 31 miles later encountered the 
first Observed Section near Totnes. This was 
‘one of the new hills named Corkscrew and 
fas the name implies Is inclined to twist and 
turn before the summit is approached. On this 
section the organisers had included a Stop and 
Go test just to add to the excitement. There 
were two of these during the trial and they 
necessitate a car from a standing start to 
drive non stop to line A astride which it must 
Stop, and then restart again given by a flag 
ignal and cross line B with all wheels in 
ther 7 or 8 § depending on classification. 
15 to 30 
feet apart with the restart line being sited 
fon the steepest or most slippery surface on 


the hill. However, with the rather dry cona- 
tions which prevailed prior to the trial this 
section was fairly easy to the majority of the 
entry. 

‘A. speed test was then included at Strete 
Gate being held in a narrow downhill lane 
overlooking one of the delightful beaches 
which abound on that part of the Devonshire 
coastline, With the other newly introduced 
‘climb cancelled the club quickly made arrange- 
ments for another new section, Boreston to be 
included on which the second of the Stop and 
Go tests was placed. This one proved to be 
a little more difficult and, apart from others, 
Stopped the VW Variant of Roger Venning 
‘who eraftily parked his rear wheels as near as 
possible to line A only to find that the car 
‘would not restart because of a large solid rock 
Immediately in front of the near side rear 
wheel, 


Simms — notorious hill 


After Boreston came one of the real classics 
of the Exeter, the extremely steep Simms, 
Every cubic centimetre of power combined 
with as much grip and torque that is possible 
is required 9 reach the summit of this 
notorious hill. The surface rarely changes 
very much from year to year but with light 
rain dampening the slippery slate during mid- 
morning conditions were quite poor for the 
whole of the entry. It certainly proved too 
much for Blackburn's 1936 Singer Le Mans 
Which stopped promptly half way to the top. 

The deeply ‘rutted Waterworks followed 
which included another special time test and 
then another 18 miles to the Devon beauty 
spot of Fingle Bridge Here lies the other 
classic of the Exeter which unfortunately 
could not be included into last year's event 
With its nine hairpins and loose rocky sur- 
faces it must surely be regarded as one of the 
most exciting reliability trials climbs of all 
of the Classic Trials. The hill had been divided 
Into two making two Observed Sections, the 
second beginning on very loose shale at the 
second hairpin. 

The hill which is normally used as the first 
Observed Section, Tillerton, near Exter, fol- 
lowed and some i7 miles tater came the very 
rough Stretes. Although both hills needed to 
be treated with care they did not cause many 
failures. Finally came the well known section 
of Waterloo which because of the continuous 
Tight rain was extremely muddy, adding to the 
problems of this difficult hill. The little Fiat 
550 S of lan Coxen failed this section after he 
had punctured two of his SP 44 tyres and 
endeavoured to make the climb on road 
tyres obtained from a Sidmouth garage. 

The Victoria Hotel in Sidmouth was the 
official finish control and until the mid hours 
of Saturday evening competitors were still 
arriving after having completed another excel- 
lent run in the 46th Exeter Trial 


Tonor Linchan won the Castrol National Autocross Championship for the second time, in 1971, 
with his 1.2 Amoco-Mini and last year with his Lotus-based 1.6 Amoco-Ford Special. 


~~ 


Tricky Palladwr: 
Chapman wins 


Following two successful closed-to-club rallies 
Salisbury and Shaftesbury CC ran their John 
White Palladwr Rally on 20/21 January. Up- 
graded to restricted status this was the first 
Event in the 1973 South Western Rally cham- 
pionship. The only fault in the organisation 
was inthe weather they provided, for after 
torrential rain in the afternoon followed by a 
severe frost in the early evening, the roads 
were more suitable for an Ice Gala than @ 
road rally. 

Outright winners were Bob Chapman/Ricky 
Winter in their Motac sponsored Escort TC. 
Chapman's undoubted talent has often been 
accompanied by a fair amount of over 
enthusiasm, but in the extremely treacherous 
conditions that prevailed throughout the event 
he managed to temper this enthusiasm and 
‘@ new and mature driver emerged who is per- 
fectly able to take on the best of our club 
rally’ drivers, 


Using maps 165, 166 and 167 and starting 
from Stricklands Garage, Gillingham, the 
route was split into three sections linked with 
petrol halts. The first section was a long 
foad route timed to the minute and used the 
best of the lanes to the north of Gillingham 
through Fonthill Gifford and the Semley Hill 
yellows before turning back to the tight lan 
west of Gillingham and ending with a 
of whites near Bourton. Clerk of the Course 
David Thomas used his local knowledge to the 
full for the route constantly looped back on 
itself and the first petrol halt after 70 miles’ 
motoring was only five mil 
‘The only escape from the icy tarmac roads 
was in the abundance of muddy whites used 
and on these the speeds were generally higher 
‘and certainly far safer. Leading crews at the 
halfway were the soon to retire Hall on 10, 
Chapman on 12, and Ranger and Oliver on 
13 m penalty. 

The remaining sections were short road 
sections linking longish selectives and used tt 
forestry tracks to the south of King Alfred’ 
Tower, Pennard Hill with the bumpy white at 
623380 through to Queens Sedgemore which 
used the long and straight whites and yellows 
bordered by deep dykes. The brave were pull- 
ing high revs in top gear and were often dis- 
{Mlusioned to get wheelspin even in the high 
8 


‘The organisers sensibly cancelled the final 
road section to avoid the late runners finish- 
ing in daylight. Chapman in a class of his 
own was followed home by four crews with 
Penalties in the order of 50m and the most 
Roteworthy performance was that of Alan 
Birkhill/Robbie Maclachlan who brought thelr 
Datsun Cherry home to a fine second place. 


DAVID OLIVER 


Police officer triumphs 


Peter Gladstone, a Birmingham City police 
officer, 


had a ‘runaway win in the Fort 


Winning by over half a minut 
Mini Gladstone totalled 564 § for the 12 
tests to finish well ahead of Cecil Dixon 
(VW) who was the only other driver to 
break 600 s. 

Gladstone's. win would have been even 
more emphatic but for incurring 30 penalties 
during the morning. In third spot overall 
was Ray Webb with his Sprite on 603.3 s 
just ahead of Phil Shaw (Mini). 

BT: P Gladstone Mini 1275). S64 5. Class inners: 


oo" aT), "osha Nek, Ferman (merial, 
ines Since Om Baas : 


AUTOSPORT, JANUARY 25, 1973 


AUTOSPORT 


CLASSIFIED 


NEW CAR GUIDE 


ASTON MARTIN 


NORMAN HALL 


for 


AUDI 
SALES—SERVICE—SPARES 
268-272 HIGH STREET 
BROMLEY, KENT 
Tel : 01-460 2583 or 01-464 5682 
Phone now for details of test drive or calt 


and see our full range (re 
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Phone AUTOSPORT'S Classified Department 
‘on 01-636 3600 up to 5 p.m. on the Monday 
before publication. Dictate your advertise 
ment to one of our experienced staff, and 
leave the rest to us it's that simple. If, 
however, you do have time to send in your 
classified advertisement — with cash’ in 
advance, we'll give you a fat discount—40 


AUSTIN HEALEY 


LOTUS SEVEN 


CATERHAM CAR SALES 


torus: SERVICE & SPARES 


IAN WALKER (Service) LIMITED 
The LOTUS Specialists 
With 16 years of LOTUS ex; 
236 Woodhouse Road. Lor 


47-49 Drayton Gardens, Cheties, SWI9 9OZ 


LEN STREET Ltd. 
MAIN DEALER FOR LOTUS 
IN LONDON 


01-370 4114 


| AND PERFORMANCE CARS 


* Racing and Competition Cars 45-51 > Autosport Market Place 51-55 


SPRINZEL 
of DENHAM 


DENHAM GREEN AUTO CENTRE 


ROAD 
KBRIDGE 


ALFA ROMEO @ PORSCHE 


TEL: DENHAM 3577 or 3579 


STATION GARAGE -TAPLOW 


OPEN seers ses 


EST eo UEPastht Oat 


Hendon Way Motors Ltd 
393-5 Hendon Way 


8 (nd) JAGUAR ES 
2 MOB Roadsters 1 owner, 10,000 


SLOAN MARSHALL 
GARAGES 


smg 


The SPORTSCAR specialists 


= ie 


TONY COSGROVE 
R. PRATT LTD, 
262/270 HIGH STREET. 
‘SUTTON, SURREY. 
A217 LONDON TO BRIGHTON ROAD 


01-643 7557 


TEL: 01-579 4999/3538 


SPORTS & PERFORMANCE 
CAR SALES 


For the enthusiast 
in the West Country 


1971/2 BTROA 


AMERICAN CAR? 


CONTACT THE EXPERTS 


D. B. MOTORS 


OF L6ICESTER 
Spacisiised selection 1954-1972 
FULL WARRANTY AND UP TO 2 YEARS 
FREE StAVICING- 


NOW AT: 
PENRYN CAR SALES, 


FALMOUTH 
Tel: PENRYN (032 67) 2725 


We keep »_ good range of agers. pati 
Jo ew a pect eer Im HCE 
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SPORTS AND Ripkdbeat lie 3, 


ov Sports and Performance Cars 42-45 * 


dem 


TR6. New. White. O/d. ‘73 spec 
List 


TR6. New. Red. O/d. “73 spec List 
TRE. New. Sapphire blue List 


TRE. ‘72 (L Reg). 4000 miles. White. 
O/d £1675 


HP and Part Exchange arranged. Each car thoroughly prepared, 


Wanted 


1970 Jaguar 2+2E. Extras include 
radio and PAS £2175 


1971 MGB Roadster, Low mileage 
£1195 


1971 Morris Excellent 
£896 


condition 


1300 GT, 


Lotus 7 fitted with full race 1150 
BMC engine. This vehicle is com- 
pletely original and would make 
an ideal hill climb/club racer or 
road car £545 


New Mark 2 twin cam engine com- 
plete with all ancillari 2185 


1600 VW transporter. Ideal for 
racing team £495 


Immediate delivery of new 1275 GT. 
1300 GT, Marina TC 2 or 4 door, 
MG ‘Midget and MGB roadsters. 


STOREYS OF HAMBLETON 


Shard Lane, Hambleton, near Blackpool 
Tol: Hambleton 217/551 


OPEN ALL WEEKEND 


SALEHURST GARAGE 
ROBERTSBRIDGE 
SUSSEX 


1960 Mk 1 Sprite i £195 

1970 1300 GT, white 

1969 Lotus Elan SE Coupe, in yellow. 
knock on wheels, radio 

1968 Fiat 124 Sports Coupe, in blue. 
radio, tax £795 

1965 Aston “Martin DB5 Convertible. 
Pacific blue, grey/hide new hood. 
‘Superb vehicle a 
1968 Triumph TAS Pi, in blue, 0/4, radio 


BEST TERMS AND PART EXCHANGE 
AVAILABLE 


TEL. ROBERTSBRIDGE 277 
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CAR: 


THE TR CENTRE 


(Sports Cars Ltd.) 
21 Lexham Mews, London, W8 01-937 1410 


TR6. ‘72 (L Reg). O/d. Damson. 
4000 miles £1675 


TRE. Sapphire blue. O/d. 4000 miles 
£1675 


£1595 
£1465 


TRG. "72. Saffron. O/d 
TR6. 1971. Saffron. O/d 


good TRs, highest 


M. L. RICHARDSON 


LOTUS EUNORA Twin, com. 1972, £898, mig: 
stas Slay wee’. "Sunay me 
LOTUS EUROPA $2. 1971 (May). Radio. VGC E1195 
LoTus GAN +2 8. 1990. Rodio, tos, servo E1865 
Lorus GAN +2, 1908 (G). K/os. servo. G80Ds 
Y e168 
LOTUS ELAN SPRINT, 1972. 7.500 miles. 1 ownay 
Tass 
LOTUS ELAN $9. Choice of 3. 1997/08 705-2005 
MQB_OT Mi 1H. 1972 (May). 6.700 miles, 1 owns 
Srenve, nawivien MAW tis 
Maa GT Mu 11,1999 (Oct). 2 owners. 9/8 radio 
ced "example teat 
MOB, Mi 11, 1972. 11.628 mies, 1 owner. Fates 
a Mredlo: Revision: ot cise 
MOB Me Ii, 1971.1 owner, Overdrive, radio E1195 
MOB ME Hi, 1970. Overdrive, wire wheels, fede 


MGBs. Choice 
rive and 


MGAs. Cho 
SUNBEAM TIGER, 1985, Well he 
SPRITE Mé 11, 1985, Recent renpray. VGC 


MAIN AVENUE, MOOR PARK, 
NORTHWOOD, MIDDX. 
NORTHWOOD 25161 


MAIN DISTRIBUTORS 


ON OF 5 


Absolutely 
impeccable 
and immaculate 
: GTT. Bright 
orange and ‘Customary Piper 
quality and stunning looks. Only used 3s 
Occasional car. 
£1275 for quick sale 
Tel: KINGS LANGLEY 62719 (Herts) 


TR6. 1971 
17,000 miles 


TRG. 1970. White. O/d 
TR6. 1970. Damson. 


Sapphire blue. O/d 
£1465 
£1265 

13000 miles 
£1265 

TR6. 1969. Red. W/w. O/d. 32000 

miles £1095 


fully serviced and sold with full parts and labour guaranteed 


rices 


FORD CAPRI 3000 GT. First registered 
January 1973. Built from. many 
parts, Flared archos, adjustable suspen- 
sion. all round Minilites 7 and 8} rally 

cials, bullit box lowered, special 
£1650 


K REG. DEC 71 TRIUMPH 2.5 PI. HRW. 
Excellent ‘condition, taxed £1600 ono. 

Full race 1650 ANGLIA, Wollor box, 
engine rebuilt, new Piper cam, good 
tyres on 8} and 7}. £360. 


Tel: Bristol 55 2038, after 
Winterbourne 773184. 


1972 (March) | Toyota Celica | Coupe, 
trim. 1 owner. 94 

Glass, otc. £1275 

ue, grey trim. 1 

£1645 


radio, Sund) 
Ww 


1972 (K) Fiat 125 S. Dark ivory, beige 
cloth trim. 1 owner, 5-speed gearbox, 
a £1198 

972 (K), Toyota, Corolla 1200 Coupe 
White/black trim. 1 owner. Sun 
foot, Rodis £975 

1971 (Nov) Jaguar E Type Vi2. FHC 

trim. HRW, radio, 1 owner. 
23.000 nil 


1971 Porsche _91 
1 owner. 7,600 miles. Stereo. 


jerine/black tri 
HRW. 
£1575 
1970 Jaguar XJ6 42 Auto. Regency red, 
beige trim, PAS. 1 owner £2278 
1969 BMW 2002 Ti. 
‘S-speed gearbox. Radio 
1968 ‘Alfg Romeo 1600, GTv. Red/biack 
‘im. 2 owners. Radio, electric a 
Sun roof, ‘twin spot lamps. Very, mice 
car ‘£1075 


fhite/blue | trim. 
£1295 


ABBOTS WORKS, FARNHAM 
Tel.: FARNHAM 4441/5888 


Anslia. 
Lotus vroom vroom comes from 


Eric Sayer of Cambridge. 


New venicies 
Lous +28 130 ust 
torus Euaopa ter 
LOTUS SPmives FC, Opn 


torus 


tor 


Wirvest gold. 1 owner E1203 


Jag RB er eg 

paver cere st 

ol ee eee 
BELL & 

FIAT ABARTH COLVILLLTD 


ONC fener LOTUS 


Par excellence the ultimate Mini de 
ville eater 


Completely and utterly built from scratch 
for'an eccentric motor dealer. This unique 
Vehicle originated from a bare Fist 695 
Facing. shall and now has the following “UPS Europa. Black sentaniataen omen 
foatures. Jet black coachwork with gold c 
coachlines, tinted windows, flared arches, USED CARS 
Wide Abarth chromed. wheels, whitewail rnin nas. Mog whetias iene esss 
tyres. Restall seats, fitted carpets, plum Mal tptnacivwe, (esas = 
gather interior. special dash, sun roof, Ne ee ee — 
special engine, stereo, Abarth exhausts. " 
in fact this car has an extraordinarily com- 1969 (April) Lancia Fulvia 1300, Bive C1095 
1968 (@) E-Type FHC. Radio. 2 local owners £1395 


prehensive specification. 
1971 (K) Lotus Elan Sprint DHC. Green £1495 


Open to offers. No time wasters 1970 (J) Lotus Elan 4 FHC. 24,000 mies £1295 weeS eS ie "GV! Gissas Mto 
Tel: 01-731 3631 1971 (K) Elan Sprint DHC. Colorado esas 
1969 Elan 4 FHC. OF 1098. 


1967 Elan 63 FHC. 5: 705, 
10969 E-Type Mk 2 Roadster, Primos cress 
1971 MGB OT. White. 0/4, radio. HRW £1296 
1970 TRE Ros Red, 0/4, w/w ens 
1967 (F) Lotus Elan $3 SE. Yellow cos 
4970 Lotus 7 84 1600, Red. Radio, mags £895 
1972 Gilbern Estate. 7.000 mies 1098, 


ese East Horsiey4114 


WHARF GARAGES, STOKE-ON-TRENT 


Tel: 46361-47623 
‘on 
oS a 1968. Beige. Sun roof, radio. Recent recon 


wie SOE sas FIAT DINO SPYDER 120. Sun rou, rc, ces rsa 
We are the ITALIAN CAR SPECIALISTS. Superb in Mediterranean blue, main- plotely sound low mileage (34000) car 
Conteer: tained by Radbournes, full history £1850 


SPORTING STABLES ilable. A ni i 
SRE Nae noAD senate (A. race exetio and (roeaeie Sacer, Tol: 01-964 4178. (Harrow) 
Pe ee Tar Gate (aaa 


PORSCHE 911L 


1SUEKG, 869, LH (L 
Supers cangtgn 
390 


MOTORWAY SPORTS CARS LT! GERRY MARSHALL offers 


= 


‘Bmw 2002 


1968 FHC. White, black interior. Mi 
radia! tyres. 45,000 miles. MoT. €986. 


Tel: Darttord 29902 


foe) 3 Settee @55 FINCHLEY ROAD 
ios 3° SETS wien. LONDON. NWT 
is Tol. o1-as8. 4208 
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AUSTIN HEALEY 3000 BN 7 
Ist reg'd. 1959 £1000 
Details from : MR SPIERS 


Tel.: 'S yy 3725 (Worcs), 
4 pam. 
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MGB PARTS FOR SALE 


ALFA ROMEO - LOTUS 
JENSEN: JENSEN-HEALEY 


M.G.A. TWIN-CAM. 


TVR 


CATERHAM CAR SALES 


LOW COST RACING LTD. 


SPONSORS OF 1000cc FORMULA FOUR 


FORMULA 4 CARS IN STOCK 

MARCH 703—Fitted 1000 cc Holbay AIO and Mk 9 gearbox. Ail 
Sandiign and complete son ABs’ and tdn. wings ands good 
Gory suctable tor fa oF Hie and good value, at 

aainiSON 'Krt20—Well' known’ Moncaase FA o%e and fied 1000 


Nina Chama: 


end FS clues” ‘ : as 


1298762" FORD CHOSERLOW—Sisndord snging Bui very Suita 
1275 440-Diy_simped. 85 
ecelient eondiuon,, 649 ‘cam. Mi 


$08 ‘ce. TRIUMPH—Fu 
fogs ana pistons. Su 


Bre ‘or “corhplote in’ Fa trim and rosay to ra C1533 santo p/Ford den. 


NEWLAND tik 6 S500 
FORMULA FOROS tana te § sore 
Gn Torinos and titted 1972 type widened body.  HEWLAND MK & S-aperd with ind. 971 cw. ays. 
ay fora Mm 3. Supeed Nowland a/c in WW box e35 


ran type trom tao 
MINI SPARES. 


but suitable Hist season Formula, Ford az 
‘cnnssie aLso SUITABLE wONOPOSTO 
ea ono sranes 


ow E38 pai, Fat length 
na cover, & 


1m E16. Siew A, 8, 30, 
ingegs one liner £20. 


MALLOCK U2 Mk 6/8 Winner 1971 GW Hillclimb Championships and ied 
Zoae "sox with ted. In smmaculate congition ang some 


4/20/43 and 11/23/19, €80 set 
3 Ei 


one 78/2271: 
Bunton’ 20/41 60/1319) —alick’ (ane on'¥) 
Bunion. 970s, 4.25 and 4 76/0 60/13, new C18, ni 
Mang Daniob 9701 grooved for wet E16 azch 
nee ng 20 Yronts, €38, 


Phone Farnham 6666 (Surrey) up to 6 pm or Farnham 21442 evenings if urgent. 


Call at LOW COST RACING LTD. 


Wrecclesham Road, Farnham, Surrey 


CHEVRON B19 


Ex Team Dart Chevron B19 


As raced by Eddie Regan in Ireland with Alan Smith FYC. 
Fitted with 4 pot Lockheed ventilated brakes and many extras. 
Car in new condition and holds lap record at many circuits. 
Price £4,000, no offers. 
Contact : Eddie Regan, THE STEERING WHEEL PUB, 
Bolton Street. Dublin 1 


‘Tet: Dublin 40192 or at home Dublin 383179. 


WANTED URGENTLY BY CLUB DRIVER 


RACING V-8 ENGINE 


Minimum 6-litre and Hewland 5-speed box for the 
same. Must be ready to drop in and press button. 
Might consider rebuild if price is negotiable 

Good price paid remembering | am only a club driver 
with limited funds ! 


Tel : 01-969 2705 or 01-602 0748 (Ansafone). 


COMPETITIVE SPACE FRAME CHASSIS 


John Wingfield offers his BT36 rolling chassis No, 10, believed 
last space frame ‘Brabham built. This. fully developed car is 
nile, and ideal for someone who 

4. Monocogue. 


full-time mechanic, Offered, only 
Sue to arrival of BT 40, complete with FT 200 gearbox and latest 
(unobtainable) Firestone slicks. £1,950. 
JOHN WINGFIELD or ROGER TOLSON. 
‘Ascot 20040. 
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IBERIA TEAM ENSIGN 
FORMULA Ill CAR 


Complete less engine 


Iberia Team Ensign Formula Atlantic, Equipped with FT200 gearbox. used once only. Complete less engine 


Ensign Formula Atlantic, converted from Formula 2. Never raced. Just tested. Complete with FT200 gearbox, less 
engine. 


Ensign Formula 3, complete less engine 
Sensible offers only for these cars please. 


A selection of assorted spares! Please telephone for further details 


Tel: WALSALL (STD 0922) 24496. 


CAPRI 3000 GT 
GROUP II 


| 
ELTON’S > MOTORS 


1970/71 Lotus 594/69 es Formula 3 ear, brought up to 

1972. ‘specification. Pale Blue. Ex Lotus components/Fritz 

Jordan, fitted with Janspeed/Scholar Twin Cam (unused since 

Tebuild). Mk V gearbox, wings, graviner, aeroquipped brakes. 

etc., ready to race and in immaculate condition £1895. 

Will split as follows 

Rolling Chassis complete £1300. 

Janspeed/Scholar Twin Cam engine £676. 

Hewland Mk V gearbox (5 speed LSD) £170, ‘enka PH oltdat OUR 

1969/70 Brabham 8728 Chassis No 20 Formule 3 car brought y —_ 

up to. 1972 specification. Blue/red. Ex Stow/Barker/Joy/Wad. 

ham-Smith. Fitted with wings, bag tanks. 8 in x 10 in with 
, atc. Rolling Chassis 


ifs Porchons emaapedt ov Soth care, ny: oed or racing car 
taken in part exchange. 

Also 

Hewland Mk 6, D/nut outputs £150, 

Chrome Drive Shafts for BT18 E10 pair. 

2 Lotus 2/2 front nose cones needing repair £10 lot 

1 pair 8 in BT18 wheels £20 pair 


Apply 


Choice of two 1850 cc Nova's (newly rebuilt) 


£1,500 each (or near offer) 
Ford D200 Transporter 


£700 (66 registered, new engine, lockers, benches, 
etc) 


Spencer Elton, Elton’s Motors, Westbury, Wilts. 
Westbury 2262 (Business). Westbury 2682 (Home). 


BRABHAM BT 38 


100% original condition, never bent. Available with 


numerous spares, including rims, tyres, wets and dry. 
WILL ACCEPT AN INTERESTING PART-EXCHANGE 


TEL: BRIAN McGUIRE AT 01-997 3641 
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ADRIAN BETHALL 


BRABHAM BT30 


Alan Rollinson Bogata 
Championship winner, 
immaculate condition, 
fully sorted complete 
with all wings, 10” and 
14” rims with YB24s, just 
completely rebuilt and as 
new  FT200 gearbox 
£1300. 


BT38 tub ss new £300, RS1600 engine, 5,000 miles, standard 
£300, Brabham rims 13" latest type £80 pair, Chevron rims 8 
Brabham centres £30 a pair, March 10” rims £25 each, 10 
Chevron £22.50, 8" Chevron £22.50, 8!" Brabhams £10. Lolo 
10" and 14” £150 a set, Chevron 821 rims 10” and 14° £165 0 
set, 8} Minilites €20 each, BDA cylinder head c/w valves 
200 BHP+ £95, BDA cam carriers full model €25. BDA top 
cover c/w meter drive section £7.50. FVA dry sump pan £12.50, 
BDA slide throttle assembly £20 new. BDA steel cranks £50. 
BRM stec! rods + 83.5 Malhe pistons new £60 set. T/C front 
cover £10, T/C head phase 4 spec £50. LI cams £20. T/C top 
cover £5. Crossflow manifold suitable for twin 40s 
£7.50. Oil cooler eighteen row £10. Oil cooler seven row £6. 
Escort T/C sump £5. Standard T/C BDA pistons. Dampers all 
lengths/sizes. c/w springs from £3 each. Springs £1.30 pair 
4 into 1 Vega exhaust-racing Escort £18. Escort rack £5. Stee! 
T/C rods chrome FVA water rail £5. Single plate clutch £22.50. 
Brand new Cosworth comp £32.50. Dry sump pump £25. 88 mmm 
BDA steel capped block £40. 85 and 86 FVC and BDA pistons 
£22.50, 83 mm BDA Vega pistons £20. Mechanical fuel pump 
FVA £15, Lucas fuel pump FVA £20. Alloy caliper £20. set. 
Racing Escort springs £4 9 pair. Distributors £5. 
Steering wheel Brabham £4, Air boxes new ail colours £17.50. 
F2 small rear wings £15. BT38 alloy nose £10. 


front 


Phone Adrian Bethalt 
Shetfield 686171. day 
Shetfield 363805 evenings 


Gerry Edmonds Racing wish to sell 
their GROUP 2 RS 1600 ESCORT 


with newly built Smith 1850cc BDA. Full Broadspeed 
specification chassis. ZF 5-speed gearbox, Taunus 
axle, Fl brakes, spare wheels, tyres, diffs, etc 


BEDFORD TK TRANSPORTER with 
workbench, storage space and sleeps 5 


This immaculate car is ready to go for next season 
The lot £4,000 ono or would split. 
Contact: Gerry Edmonds or Barry Smith 
Wolverhampton (0902) 67691, 
Albrighton (090722) 2062 
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PALLISER W.D.S. 3 


MODIFIED BY BURT RAY 

Complete with Mk 8 Hewland gearbox which has just been 

completely rebuilt by Hewland 

This car is ready to race ‘73 season, To be sold, less engine 
£1000. 

Spares also available: suspension and bodywork 

Torinos and rims, cover 

Also = brand new WOS 3 chassis with body £200, 

Set of three 9 x 12in Palliser wheels £150. 


Tel: Thorpe Cloud (033-529) 207. 


spares, 


‘The Fastest 


ATLANTIC LOTUS ‘69 


In the country 
Is still available at only £1,500 with everything except the engine. 
Speci includes Kon! alloy dampers, all £2 running gear and 
wings, E1200, YB. 32 The car has just been 
Completely rebuilt with the chassis re-stoved, and is now ready 
for a very competitive season. 


Impending Surtees TS15 forces this sale, h 
Bills available show that no expense has bee 
Immaculate and well-known car 


Contact Peter Wardle at 12 Hunter Road, SW20. 
Tel: 01-946 7401, 
(The new season is less than 2 months 


low price. 
spared on this 


ray 2). 


AEROFAN SPECIAL 


This very fast and competitive Clubmans car is offered for 
sale with spares, Ready for a successful 1973 season. 
Contact: Adam Bennett, 
“ Burhill,” Westend, Broadway, Worcs 
Tel: Broadway 2354 380 


TONY BRISE RACING 
FOR SALE 
Assorted front and roar Firestone F3 slicks from stock 
1 set Dunlop 027 F3 slicks 
‘Assorted Torinos 
1 Merlyn side radiator kit 
Brabham BT36—2 sets of wheels Bs and 10s, 
3 pairs of assorted springs 
1 rebuilt F3 Holboy 
DARTFORD 23271 


JOHN BLADES RACING 
3 The Avenue 
Whitley Bay: Northumberland 

I ino cara ale 
: oe 
Neh met Secret 
a SE yet yor 
: yiien GAO Gm lege anc BBS 
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RACING AND COMPETITION CARS 


Sports and Performance Cars 42-45 * Racing and Competition Cais 45-51 * Autosport Market Place 51-55 


Turbo charged Vixen Imp VB5 


re 


“recently” rebuilt’ 1003 ee 
ngs 650 
II specification from Brian Harrison 
Telephone : Home 041-649 5136 
Business Johnstone 21633 


FORMULA LIBRE 


F5000 ex Fred Piace car. Cooper T86. Steel boss 
engine, Engle roller cam, 0G300 gearbox, bag tanks, 
wings, spare ratios for gearbox. £1600 including t 
Tow car. 1964 Zephyr 6 Estate, immaculate. 
or £1850 the lot. Road or racing car taken in part 
exchange. Kawasaki motor cycle Mach Ill, K Regd. 
Truly immaculate, shattering performance. £450, 
Telephone, please after 6.30 p.m. 01-736 8020 


F3 MECHANIC 


Brian Henton requires a fully experienced F3 or F2 mechanic 
who must be able to work alone and capable of driving large 
transporters, Wages will be closely geared to success and a 
car provided. The applicant must be enthusiastic and only 
interested in joining a winning team. 
Write or telephone 
Brian Henton. 
Cavendish Bridge, Shardiow, Derby 


FVC SPECIALS 


cevental 


BEVAN IMP ENGINES 


115 bhp, 1-litre for Gp 2 or Club racing road/ 
race cylinder heads and camshafts. 998 cc 
block conversions. 


Phone: Orpington 31065 
or Dartford 26647 


ENGINEERING 


CARS 
March 724 ex Cannon. Rover engine installation 
Chevy Conversion for sbove car 

March 723 less engine with mods and spares 
March 722 less engine 

ENGINES 

T'BDA 1900 cc Alan Smith. Rebuilt 

1 BDA 1850 ce Brian Hart. Rebuilt 

1 BDF 1930 Cosworth. Not rebuilt 

3 DFV 11 series. Not rebuilt. From 


arti, Stor 
Marth ‘eogioeey 
Bicester ‘S003. 
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FORMULA 
SUPER VEE 


TEAM RUMSEY INVESTMENTS 
OFFER 


two Welman competitive and successful 

Royale Formula Super Vees which have been 

maintained to the highest standards by our 

‘own mechanics and by the works. Ex Tom 

Pryce to Toby St George Matthews, Andrew 
Jeans. 


Rolling chassis complete less engine. 


ROYALE RP9 £900 
ROYALE RP14_ = £1,200 
Engines 
BROADSPEED £400 
HENTON/ROLT £600 


(latest spec two races only) 


SCHRICK £800 


(latest spec three races only) 


A complement of spares are also available. 
For details telephone or write to : 


TOBY ST GEORGE MATTHEWS, 
Team Rumsey, Hewletts Mill, 
Galhampton, Nr Yeovil, 
Somerset, England. 

Tel: North Cadbury (09634) 308. 


MPETITION CARS 


g and Competition Cars 45-51 * Autosport Market Place. 51-55 


Modified 1275 cc pick-up. Many 
mods. ONLY £195 


Telephone: DARTFORD 23271 


TURBO-CHARGED TWIN-CAM 


New roKing 


+ complete iene engine snd gearbox, £3100, 


Coldwell Lane, SHEFFIELD S10 STJ. 
Tel : 301541. 


(an 


CAM CAR (SALES) CO. 


DAVENHAM SERVICE STATION, 
LONDON ROAD, 
DAVENHAM, NORTHWICH. 
Rally Car Dealers. Competition Preparation Departments. 
Exworks-—World Cup Rally Escort—Reg. SEV 2H. Recent rebuild. 
Very solid car. £1,700. 


Ex-works—London to Sydney and rece car. 1800, Original spé 
‘Just overhauled. £750. 
1972 (K) regd, Marina 1.8 Coupe. Fully prepared Group 2 car. 
L2w mileases Very competitive car. £1,880, + 

"TEL: 0606 6739. 


CROSSLE 20/F 
JDM 


Chassis re-jigged by Crossié Car Company, 2 races 
since engine rebuild, £1,050. 
Immaculate car, ready to race, 4 spare wheels and 
car cover. 


Tel: Dublin 280943 day, 
380032 evenings. 


WANTED ! 
1973's FIRST WINNERS 
MIDLAND AUTOMOBILE CLUB 


SILVERSTONE 
RACE MEETING 


SATURDAY, MARCH 3, 1973 


Formula ; Special Saloons ; Sports GT's: 
Formula Ford ; Formula Lib: 

S.H. Heaton Ward Ltd, 
7QC (021-554 8286) 
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RACING AND COMPETITION CARS 


Sports and Performance Cars 42-45 * Racing and Competition Cars 


BUY THE BEST — WE DID a 
SMITH FVC 1900 ENGINE Engines Gearboxes sili | 


it Engines Gearboxes WANTED 
Outright lap record Estoril ries caso, Gearbones | ee. 
Rebuilt ready to race. ). Mk 6 F/F £165 end cover. w 
TEL : SINFIELD CENTRAL GARAGE, 1800 alae tone ig Renoult type searcover bs 
MIRFIELD, YORKS. jolbay F/F £250 oF 
MIRFIELD 2281, amen owe 


or DAVE—Alan Smith's. Palliser £50 each 
Tel: DERBY 48974. TEL: 01-954 4250 


BARGAIN OF THE WEEK Wiiy net Gall shuietasih 
Bier we AUTOSPORT 
fae a Market Place 

Tel: 01-636 3600 


RACING SALOONS 


i aabhteae ae V.W. DERRINGTON LTD TAMSHAPTS 


ona 
WESSEX RACING DEVELOPMENTS WEBER CARBURETTERS HOWE CAMS 

= es tite ano soanes EXHAUSTS WEBERS 
Manitotgn, | eee Leading specialist for every make 


3 Grands Hatch) 
a 
WEBERS 
CHRIS MONTAGUE CARBURETTER CO. 
264 CRICKLEWOOO LANE. LONDON. NW2 20) DowhNrTo N 
SEAN 


‘is 
genta "works tt 

ewnten, saltiary wine falc egewn Sim amd ans 
a 


51 


DYNAMOMETERS 


—$—<—<__—____— 
eo 


HEWLAND GEARBOXES 


REBUILOS—REPAIRS—NEW AND 5/H SPARES 
ND RATIOS. 


RACING GEARBOX CENTRE 
24 Oldbury Place, London. W1 
Tet: 01-935 6781 (2tshour Ansatone) 
——— 
GENERAL PROMOTIONS 


ALEYBARS 
TRL: SAWSTON (62209) 2978 


ALEY BARS 


IWR ENGINES 
FORD—LOTUS—BDA 
Send SAE for specifications and price list 
IAN WALKER CONVERSIONS Dept AS 


236 Woodhouse Road, London N12 
‘Tol: 01-368 6281/4 


STURTONS VACANT 


F5000 RACING MECHANICS 
REQUIRED 


Proase ving Jackie Epstein at 
‘Ash Green (0874) 972915 


ooo 
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If you would like to place an advertisement 
on any of these pages 


Ring 01-636 3600 for further details 


a Ri 


4 RACING MECHANICS 


for 3 car Formula 2 team 
Employment to continue into 
Springbok series during winter 
months. Excellent salary and 
bonus, 


SPARES AND ACCESSORIES 


Contact : 
PAUL OWENS Bolton 45151 


TRAILERS 2tonto3tons 


ALAN W. SMITH (RACING) LTD. 


requi 
viteors for specialised 
ili 


fully experion 
Manghst or at at, Derby 


Why not 
sell 
through 
AUTOSPORT 

MARKET 


PLACE 
Tel : 01-636 3600 
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GOODYEAR 
RACING TYRE DIVISION 


UTS BOLTS 


WHEELS 


For all whecl problems contact: 
MOTOR WHEEL SERVICE AND REPAIR CO. 


a cwr rane ROTTS 


WANTED “WHEELS & TYRES, 


FOR LOTUS XI. Aluminium bonnet 
Damaged panel considered. 


TEL : MIRFIELD 2281. 


AUTOSPORT PRINT SERVICE 


ISSUE DATED JANUARY 25. 1973 


If you would like to place 


an advertisement 


on any of these pages palates Vateee 


Group, Gillow House, Winsley Street, London, 
we 


NAME. 


Ring 01-636 3600 ma 


for further details 


PREW & COMPANY LTD 
pail 
Riggs Road 
sail 
PERRYS OF FINCHLEY comm Heath) LTD 
279 ards Lane se 
Stes are eee 


Tol: 01-445 8888 Tel: Winterbourne 8271 


JOHN WILLMENT 


CRYSTAL (Mitcham) LTD 
172 Anlaby Road. 181-291 Streatham Rood 
Hull cham. Surrey 
Tel: Hull 25732 Tal 1-008 OF. 
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‘i 


Is this badge on your bonnet? 


If so we can provide everything for your road, 
rally or race car to make it go faster, stop quicker 
and handle better, all at realistic prices! 
Interested? Then ring 01-736 7675. 


Churchill = Bennitt Ltd. 


44, The Arches, Grimston Road, London S.W.6. 


Have you renewed your 
subscription yet ? 


If not contact us as soon as 
possible with details of your 


requirements to: 


Subscription Dept. 
Craven House, 

34 Foubets Place, 
London, W1 

Tel: 01-636 3600 
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KONI DISTRIBUTORS 
G. C. AKESTER LTD 
7 Woodbridge Road 


RED TRIANGLE AUTO SERVICES LTD. 
Common Lane, Kenilworth, 
Warwickshire 
Tel: Kenilworth 57303 
Koni distributors in the Coventry 
and South Warwickshire district 


Sole suppl 


DORKING, SURREY 
Tel: Forest Green 282 


mi 


ELDA\ 


Contact Jean de Ruse 


KONI ARMSTRONG, SPAX. WOODHEAD | 
MONROE RECONDITIONED UNITS 


BUCK & BROMLEY (1370) LTD., 


12 Wendell Road (Askew load) 


BRAKE AND SILENCER LTD. 
KONI, ARMSTRONG, GIRLING AND MONROE 


7 ‘Tel : 01-397 0521/2/3 or call at 


BONESGATE TRADING ESTATE 
Lane, Chessington, Surrey 


MOTORTUNE 


DISTRIBUTORS FOR 


KONI & FLOATAIR 
STOCKISTS 
KONI SHOCK ABSORBERS ATLAS SPARES 
181 Wellingborough Road, Northampton 
1 


CONTOUR SEATS el: Northampton 31147/35716 


‘TRADE AND RETAIL ENQUIRIES WELCOME | — = rain = 


250 BROMPTON RD SWS. 01-581 1234 | KONI 
> MARCO TAWIL 


‘ARMSTRONG — oto FACTORS) 


Wheslapin Motor Accessories isd | 
13b Cleveland Street, Wolverhampton 4a Church Road, Northenden, Manchester 22 
Tel : 061-998 6387 


Tet: (0902) 29313 | 


This is not a complete list of dealers. 


Cheque/PO value enclosed. 


(make of car, etc.) 


For office use only 
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NORTHERN MOTOR RACING SERVICES 


(Late JOHN BRANNIGAN MOTOR RACING) 
16-18 ALBION STREET. MANCHESTER 1. 061-236 3113 day 0706-33717 or 061-773 3033 night 


BRABHAM BT.15, rolling chassis very ANGLIA 1000 ce, a good club racer. COOPER T76 Ex works £2, in very 

clean condition 9” & 11” wheels, £395 steel wheels on Dunlops 970s. Fully good condition, rolling chassis.” Minilites 
lightend, £295 on Dunlops very light chassis, chassis 
believed to be new, £375 


2 || = 


ALEXIS Mk. 14, now engine just fitted ROYALE RP3A, rolling chassis in now MUSTANG, rolling chassis with G /box 
‘and new bodywork, Mk. 6 box, £650 condition just been rebuilt, believed new fitted the ultimate club car complete, 
chassis, £595 Engine needed, £495 


CHASSIS AND SPARES 


MYSTRON WILLMONT sports car chassis and body panels, and wishbone tie rods, rose joints etc, will 
take FORD engine or V8, £175. 


SPARES Two Lotus 69 wheels 12", 4 K.O. Midget wheels 8", Steering wheels thick grip £5, Remote 
fillters £9, F.F. twin float Weber 28/36 recond £12, Alexis Mk 14/15 rear wishbones £10, Alexis Mk 15 
top panels £42, Alexis Mk 18 top panel £45, Alexis rear panels Mk 14/5/8 £10, Formula Atlantic rear 
wing and stands £35, Hawke rear panel £10, Radiator crossflow new £15, Assorted undertrays from £5, 
Lotus, Alexis, Brabham etc, — Lotus 6! whishbones, Merlyn wishbones £6 rear, Drive shafts from £4, 
Lotus 61 exhaust new £12, 


Chevrolet 327 complete with Holley carb £150 


FORD 4D DIESEL TRANSPORTER, will take 2 cars, needs some attention to the engine, £50. 
CLASS 4, 4 speed, GO-KART, £125. 


RACING TYRES 
ALL MAKES & COMPOUNDS 
from 50p 


061-236 3113 


AUTOSPORT GUIDE TO 


ENGINE TUNING 


GORDON SMITH excixeerwe urp 


ALWAYS AHEAD! 


ELECTRONIC BALANCING 
©. FULL RACE FLYWHEEL LIGHTENING 


CRANKSHAFT GRINDING @ CYLINDER REBORING 


SURFACE GRINDING @ ENGINE 


CONDITIONING @ LINE BORING FOR STEEL CAPS. @ TUFTRIDING 


POWERMAX 
SUPPLIERS of a a, 
@ ALL ENGINE SPARES. 


PISTONS @ VANDERVELL BEARINGS 


Bromsgrove Road. Halesowen, 
‘Tel: 021-850 3211/2 


TUFTRIDING IN THE SOUTH 


FOR_A SPEEDY SERVICE ON CRANKS, RODS, CAMS, FOLLOWERS Etc. 
ALSO FOR: 


CONTACT 


AUTO ENGINE SERVICES (HARRO' 
7 PALMERSTON ROAD, WEALOSTONE, HARROW. MIODLESE: 


FIRST IN SCOTLAND 


For crankshaft balancing, 
conversions and all 
engine services 


AGRA Engineering Co. 


JAGUAR ENGINES 
HAVING TROUBLE WITH YOURS? 


ANYTHING FROM A DECOKE TO A 
COMPLETE ENGINE. REBUILD. 


PLEASE CALL FOR ESTIMATE 
TEL: 01-808 4445 


1. HANOVER ROAD, TOTTENHAM N15 
+ 24 HOUR BALANCING SERVICE x 
Boring, sleeving, crank grinding. 


01-863 6660 


Tel: DUNDEE 44207 


63 FOUNDRY LANE, 
DUNDEE 


DYNAMIC BALANCING 
A Service for the West of England 


TWIN-CAM & B.D.A. 


SPECIALISTS 


Lotus 
SERVICE SPECIALISTS 


TUNING AND CONVERSION 
‘SPECIALISTS 
SPEEDWAY MOTOR 
RING SERVICES LTD. 
ALFRED ROAD, 
LONDON, w2. 
01-289 0030 


MINI COOPER SPECIALISTS 
Personal Service & Wide Experience combine 
to offer the ultimate in Mini Cooper Servicing 
& Tuning and Compatition Preparation. 


Collection & Delivery Service available, 
We use Sun Diagnostic Tuning Equipment. 


FREE 
SUN-TUNE 


LAVERS 
owt | NEWALL 
uy | RACING 


FEBRUARY 


123/133 Larkhall Lane, London S.W. 
‘tel: 01-622-0550 


ENGINE SERVICES 


03843 3457 or 71638 
(Stourbridge) 


& 


For the Development and Re-building of the above engines. ‘Contact’ 


dave smith eng. Itd. 


0793-81-331 (Wroughton, Wilts). 
BASSET DOWN LTD, SWINDON SN4 SOP 


214a Wanstead Park Road, Crawbrook, 
STOCKISTS FOR LOTUS & COSWORTH SPARES 


Ilford, Essex. 01 554 6194 


